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Introduction

The inaugural Beer League Baseball draft took place on March 29, 2008.  After nearly 7 hours of drafting, and many, many beers, the 16 attending owners finally had teams to call their own.  After reading the draft report card Nate did for the CBL 2 years ago, I decided that I’d try to do one for the Beer League’s inaugural draft.  To some of you, this draft report card may read as the result of me having too much time on my hands.  But I certainly enjoyed doing it, and thanks to copy and paste it didn’t take as much time as you may think, or at least it didn’t seem to take that long.

What I’ve done is copy and pasted each team’s roster from the website, complete with contract amounts and lengths. Then I’ve analyzed each team, highlighting the “good” and “bad” of their draft. I tried to focus both on the team they’ve assembled and the contract amounts and lengths. In the cases of the computer drafted teams, I’ve focused my grades on the lengths of the contracts as much as possible, since that’s the only thing these owners had any control over. After I’ve discussed the draft, I came up with the best and worst values on the team, and the best and worst contracts. The way these differ is the best and worst values on the team talk solely about the dollar amount, while the best and worst contracts take into account the choice of contract length. Say for example you got David Wright for $1. That would easily be the best value on your team. However, say you decided to give him a 1 year contract. Well, that would easily be the worst contract on your team, since obviously you should have gone 3 years at that price. Finally, after all that, I assign a grade and summarize my overall thoughts on the team.

I should say that all these grades and team breakdowns are only my opinions. I didn’t set out to do this to ruffle any feathers, or insult any owners, and if I do end up offending anybody with my grades, I apologize. I merely intend this to be a fun read, and something to get everyone psyched up for Opening Day. 

After all the teams are complete, I’ve tried to make a prediction of every team’s record this season.  Again, this is just my opinion, and I even state in that section that the only prediction I’ll guarantee is that none of my predictions will come true.

With that said, I hope everyone enjoys this document and has a fun time reading it, and I welcome any complaints and arguments about my grades! Bring it on, and Play Ball!

Jackson Park Badgers (PNC Park)
	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Rich Hill
	21
	1/2

	 Yovanni Gallardo
	15
	1/3

	 Greg Maddux
	5
	1/1

	 John Lackey
	26
	1/1

	 Justin Speier
	1
	1/1

	 Joakim Soria
	3
	1/3

	 Bob Howry 
	2
	1/1

	 Jeff Francis
	5
	1/2

	 Matt Garza
	2
	1/3

	 Russ Springer
	1
	1/1

	 Jamie Walker
	1
	1/1

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Kenji Johjima
	24
	1/2

	 James Loney
	16
	1/2

	 Brian Roberts
	23
	1/2

	 Alex Gordon
	30
	1/1

	 Jhonny Peralta
	17
	1/2

	 Corey Hart
	34
	1/2

	 Adam Dunn
	24
	1/2

	 Curtis Granderson
	36
	1/1

	 Brian Schneider
	1
	1/3

	 Asdrubal Cabrera
	1
	1/3

	 Yunel Escobar
	2
	1/3

	 Adam Jones 
	2
	1/3

	 Cameron Maybin
	2
	1/3

	 Matt Diaz
	2
	1/3


Owner: Nate Feuerer

Total Payroll: $296

The Good:

On offense, Nate seemed to lean more towards youth but still ended up with some good players for this season.  He got steals on Maybin and Jones at $2 a piece; those are obvious 3 year deals.  Escobar was also a nice pickup at $2, even if he regresses a bit from last year.  I’m not a big Asdrubal Cabrera fan, but even I admit that at $1 it’s a nice gamble to take.  I like Johjima for $24, and the contract length seems right – I might have even gone 1 year on him, but definitely wouldn’t have gone 3 given his age.  Loney for $16 is solid given that he’s clutch this year and has a bright future.

I like Nate’s starting pitching a lot. Hill at $21 is solid, and Lackey at $26 on a 1 year deal is also reasonable.  Nate got a steal on Gallardo at $15 for 3 years if the kid can stay healthy. Maddux at $5 on a 1 year deal is good back of the rotation filler.  Francis is also signed for a reasonable $5 over 2 years.  Garza is a good breakout candidate and could be a steal for $2 over 3 years.  Nate’s bullpen was built on the cheap, but it is solid. Soria at $3 might be one of the top 5 steals of the draft; even if he blows his arm out today, that’s a cheap buyout and his card for this year is very good.  Speier is also a steal for $1, though I might have gone longer than 1 year on him, since he’d be a cheap buyout if he’s not healthy or struggles this MLB season.  Howry, Springer, and Walker are also good middle relief options for a combined cost of $4.

The Bad:
I do have some reservations about Nate’s choices on offense.  I’m a big Cory Hart fan, but $34 was a bit too much for my budget.  Plus his platoon splits aren’t as balanced as you’d like, but at least he’s a clutch and A+ range in RF.  Again I love the player, just don’t love the price.  Alex Gordon at $30 was a bit of a headscratcher, unless you were going to sign him up for multiple years.  I’m sure there were better 1-year 3B in the draft than Gordon. I might have went 2 years on him, betting on him breaking out this MLB season, but it’s obvious that Nate realized his mistake after the draft and decided to cut his losses.  Granderson for $36 is high, but I do agree with the 1-year contract term, as he’s already hurt and likely will never replicate the amazing season he had last year.  Still, even at a 1 year deal, he’s a bit over-priced, as he’s basically a platoon guy.

You won’t see anything in here about Nate’s pitching selections, though I do wonder if he should have budgeted a bit more to find a better setup man.  No matter, that’s a minor quibble, as Nate has a solid closer and solid middle relief, and a setup man can be acquired via trades.

Best Value: Several candidates here, but I’m choosing Soria at $3

Worst Value: Gordon at $30
Best Contract: I love Gallardo for 3 years at $15 per

Worst Contract: Most of Nate’s contracts are in line with what I would have done. I might have gone 3 years with either Dunn or Loney, but with all the youngsters Nate has, it may have just been a numbers game (ie not enough 3 year deals to go around). My vote will go to Dunn, as he’s been very consistent and shows no signs of slowing down.

The Verdict:

I give Nate an overall grade of A for this draft.  The only thing that brings it down are some questionable choices on offense, but his pitching staff and collection of youngsters shows that Nate did his homework.  As a result, Nate’s team will be a force to reckon with for years to come.

Manhattan 24 Horsemen (Yankee Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Josh Bard
	6
	1/1

	 Carlos Delgado
	4
	1/1

	 Robinson Cano
	27
	1/3

	 Miguel Cabrera
	69
	1/3

	 David Eckstein
	6
	1/1

	 Jeff Francouer
	28
	1/3

	 Melky Cabrera
	10
	1/3

	 Johnny Damon
	8
	1/2

	 Conor Jackson
	3
	1/2

	 Gerald Laird
	2
	1/2

	 Josh Barfield
	1
	1/1

	 Jason Kubel
	1
	1/1

	 Jeremy Hermida
	6
	1/3

	 Travis Hafner
	10
	1/2

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Phil Hughes
	21
	1/3

	 Tom Gorzelanny
	8
	1/1

	 Dontrelle Willis
	5
	1/1

	 Erik Bedard
	37
	1/3

	 Shaun Marcum
	9
	1/2

	 Rafael Betancourt
	12
	1/3

	 Todd Jones
	3
	1/1

	 Scott Baker
	3
	1/2

	 Tony A. Pena
	5
	1/3

	 Brian Fuentes
	5
	1/2

	 Manny Parra
	4
	1/2


Owner: Ron Erdmann

Total Payroll: $293

The Good:

On the offensive side of things, I love the Hafner pick for $10; even in his “down” year, Hafner is worth more than $10.  Conor Jackson at $3 is a good deal as well, as is a Kubel ($1) and Laird ($2).  I’m a fan of Hermida and think he’ll breakout this year if he stays healthy, so I like him at $6 over 3 years.  Melky Cabrera is priced about right at $10, considering the good defense and on base ability he brings to the lineup. Delgado isn’t bad as a cheap 1B, as he’s got A power vs righties. I think Eckstein is about as overrated as they come, but $6 on a 1 year deal isn’t bad for a .300 hitting SS with the A-1B hit and run rating.

Ron’s pitching is good, especially his bullpen.  Ron got some very good deals on Fuentes ($5), and Pena ($5).  Ron paid market value for Betancourt, but that’s a damn good relief card and should be well worth the investment.  Ron has a good top of the rotation as well, as he got Bedard for a decent price ($37), and he got a steal on Gorzelanny at $8.  If Ron picks his spots with Marcum (in terms of his deep drives) he could be a nice pitcher for $9.

The Bad:
On offense, Ron overpaid for Miguel Cabrera (though obviously with the computer problems it’s easy to say that Ron doesn’t actually thing Miggy is worth $69). If I was going to overpay for a player by that much, Cabrera might be one of the few I’d do it for, though I disagree with the 3 year deal, as it ties up almost 25% of his team’s payroll on one player. I’d have made him a 1 year contract then overbid everyone next year for him, if I still wanted him on my team. Even if you pay $50 for him in the open market next year, that’s still a $19 savings for 2 years, and you get him for an extra year at the cheaper price.  I’m not a Damon fan, I think he’s into his decline and slightly overpaid at $8.

I like the length of Hughes’ contract, just not the dollar amount. I think Ron may have taken on a bit too much risk, though if Hughes breaks out this MLB year or next, then $21 dollars will be a bargain.  Young pitchers in the AL East are risky propositions though.  Betancourt at 3 years seems like a bit much; if he regresses slightly this MLB season or gets hurt, he’ll be overpriced.  Middle relievers seem to be a dime a dozen in just about every draft format, so Betancourt would have been easily replaceable in next year’s draft if he’d been on a 1 year deal, and that way you don’t get the risk that he implodes or gets hurt.  I like Parra for $4, but I’d have gone 3 years on him.  Parra likely won’t begin his breakout until next MLB season, and by that point he’s a free agent in BLB.

Best Value: I like Gorzelanny for $8.

Worst Value: Obvious choice is Miguel Cabrera at $69.
Best Contract: Hermida for 3 years at $6

Worst Contract: Cabrera for 3 years at $69.

The Verdict:

I give Ron an overall grade of B for this draft.  Ron made some good selections, but I disagree with some of his contract lengths.  Ron has a lot of risk in his roster; if some of his 3 year guys like Cabrera, Betancourt, Bedard and Hughes get hurt or tank, he’ll have a lot of money tied up in uncarded or terrible players for the next few seasons.  However, if those guys break out, then Ron will look like a smart guy for locking them in for multiple seasons.  For me, I lean more towards the side of playing it safe and taking a few risks rather than taking a lot of risk, and hence the low grade, though I can see the appeal of just taking a chance on a young stud like Hughes.

Piedmondt Bollweevils (Fenway Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Brian McCann
	21
	1/1

	 Daric Barton 
	12
	1/1

	 Chris Burke
	4
	1/1

	 Edwin Encarnacion
	17
	1/3

	 Felipe Lopez
	1
	1/1

	 Andruw Jones
	24
	1/3

	 Alfonso Soriano
	52
	1/1

	 Carlos Beltran
	38
	1/2

	 Joey Votto
	8
	1/3

	 Jarrod Saltalamacchia
	2
	1/3

	 Ty Wiggington
	1
	1/1

	 Vernon Wells
	6
	1/3

	 JD Drew
	2
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Chris R. Young
	30
	1/3

	 Pedro Martinez 
	20
	1/1

	 Clay Bucholz
	12
	1/3

	 Tim Wakefield
	3
	1/1

	 Fransisco Cordero
	23
	1/2

	 Chad Cordero
	10
	1/1

	 Aaron Heilman
	3
	1/2

	 Mike Mussina
	1
	1/2

	 Tom Glavine
	3
	1/1

	 Chuck James
	2 
	1/2

	 Matt Herges
	2
	1/1

	 Brandon Lyon 
	3
	1/2


Owner: Don Matson

Total Payroll: $300

The Good:

Don has several offensive players that I like on his team.  McCann at 21 is solid.  Don is very deep in the outfield which will allow him flexibility to make some trades, as he has Andruw, Soriano, Beltran, Drew, and Wells.  That’s a very good defensive outfield with some pop as well.  Of those guys, Don got very good deals on Drew at $2 over 3 years (I think he’ll bounce back big this year), and Wells at $6 over 3 years (I don’t think he’ll return to 2003 or 2006 levels, but even a slight bounceback in offense paired with his great defense makes this a good price).  Lopez is a good at bat filler for a dollar, as is Ty Wigginton. Salty is a great future investment for $2 over 3 years.  Votto might be a bit overpriced for now, but Don is counting on him being an above average fulltimer by next MLB season, which would make the $8 seem like a bargain.

On the pitching side, Don got a decent deal on Chris Young at $30 to be his staff ace, and built the rest of his staff out of aging vets (Wakefield for $3, Mussina for $1, and Glavine for $3) and a youngster coming off of a solid year (James for $2).  I think Don will be looking to upgrade his starting pitching, but at least he got cheap starts for the back end of his rotation.  Bucholz for $12 could turn out to be a steal, depending on how he does in Boston’s rotation the next few years.  $12 is a bit more than I’d pay for a young pitching prospect with almost no MLB experience, but again that’s because I’m adverse to risk.  I put it in the “good” category for Don because I do think Clay will end up outearning this contract before its up, even if he’s overpriced for the first year or two of it.  The bullpen is strong, with two jam relievers (Francisco and Chad Cordero) for the 8th and 9th innings at reasonable prices, and valuable innings eater Aaron Heilman to work the 6th-7th innings for only $3.  Herges and Lyon round out a very solid and deep bullpen.

The Bad:
$52 is way too much for Soriano, despite the fact he’s a multi-tool threat and a clutch hitter. However, Don recognizes that the proper strategy is to sign him to a 1 year deal then get him back at 75% of the cost next year.  I don’t like the Beltran deal, in terms of dollars or length. If it was a case of signing him to a 1 year deal to take advantage of his solid card from 2007 I could understand, but he had surgery on both of his knees and is a huge injury risk this MLB season. Barton at $12 for an automatic 1 year makes no sense, since he’s not helping Don this BLB season with only 72 at bats.   I would have made McCann a 3 year deal, or at least a 2 year deal (over Beltran perhaps), as I think $21 is a reasonable price for him.

Pedro at $20 for 1 year makes even less sense than Barton, but Don’s probably trying to cut his losses with the 1 year deal. Still it looks bad, as he basically pays $4/start for Pedro this year. It’s the right decision to cut him loose after 1 year for the $20 price tag, but it’s the $20 that I have the issue with. Even before we found out that Pedro hurt his groin, you had to know he was going to be a huge injury risk this year. I wouldn’t mind taking a chance in the $5-$10 range, but not for $20.  In general, I don’t think Don has a strong enough rotation to do much damage this year, and unless Bucholz takes a huge step forward this MLB year, Don might be in trouble next year as well.

Best Value: JD Drew for $2.

Worst Value: Pedro at $20.

Best Contract: Wells for 3 years at $6

Worst Contract: Beltran for 2 years at $38.

The Verdict:

I give Don an overall grade of B for this draft.  Don built a solid offensive core with a good mix of established veterans and prospects, and he built a very strong bullpen featuring two jam relievers and solid middle relief.  What brings this grade down is his shaky starting pitching and some questionable contracts (both in terms of length and dollar value).  Still, Don does have a solid team that will have a chance to be a contender if things go his way for his younger players.

Sudbury Northern Ales (Skydome)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Jason Varitek
	10
	1/2

	 Mark Texeira
	30
	1/3

	 Kelly Johnson
	20
	1/2

	 Aramis Ramirez
	38
	1/3

	 Rafael Furcal
	17
	1/3

	 Nick Swisher
	17
	1/3

	 Ken Griffey, Jr.
	9
	1/2

	 Cody Ross
	4
	1/3

	 Gary Sheffield
	3
	1/2

	 Dave Ross
	3
	1/1

	 Mike Redmond
	2
	1/1

	 Maicer Izturis
	2
	1/1

	 Franklin Guteirrez
	9
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Brad Penny
	34
	1/2

	 Chien Ming Wang
	22
	1/3

	 Roy Halladay
	26
	1/3

	 Carlos Silva
	2
	1/2

	 Taylor Bucholz
	2
	1/1

	 Ryan Franklin
	2
	1/1

	 Jason Isringhausen
	24
	1/2

	 Kason Gabbard
	2
	1/2

	 Brian Bannister
	2
	1/3

	 Casey Janssen
	6
	1/1

	 Peter Moylan
	6
	1/1

	 Scott Downs
	2
	1/1


Owner: Mike Stockhaus

Total Payroll: $294

The Good:

There’s good balance and payroll flexibility with Mike’s roster, as the highest paid player on the team is Aramis Ramirez at $38, and he only has 3 players at or over $30.  Teixeira might be a bit overpayed this BLB season, but I think he’ll have a big year this MLB season as he’s in his walk year. Varitek is declining, but he should be ok for this BLB season and next, so that’s a smart 2 year deal.  I also like Swisher, I think he’ll have a good year as he moves from an extreme pitcher’s park to an extreme hitter’s park. Sheffield is a nice deal at $3 for 2 years. Gutierrez has a nice part-time card with no limits versus lefties, so even for this year $9 is a decent price, and on a 3 year deal Mike’s hoping Gutierrez blossoms at the MLB level. Griffey is a solid $9 investment, as he hits .300/A against righties.

Mike’s built a solid 1-3 rotation group in Halladay, Penny, and Wang.  Halladay at 26 and Wang at 22 are decent prices for established rotation arms.  I worry a bit about Halladay’s long term health give how much Gibbons used him last year, but the guy is a horse and maybe he’ll hold up under the constant use.  Bannister will be hard pressed to duplicate his ERA from 2007, both in BLB and in MLB due to his low batting average on balls in play (BABIP), but he’s still a solid investment at only $2 for 3 years. Silva and Gabbard are staff fillers, but for $2 each you can’t go wrong, especially in Silva’s case as he moves to a pitcher’s park in MLB.  The closer market seems to be the most predictable as I go through this, as the solid second tier guys seem to be priced out in the mid-20’s. With that in mind, $24 for Izzy is about right. I love that Mike recognizes that relievers, and especially old relievers with an injury history, are risky investments, and as such he put Izzy on a 2 year deal. Mike’s also built a solid bullpen on the cheap, as $2 for Franklin and Downs is a steal, as well as $6 for Moylan’s card on a 1 year deal. I might have gone to 2 or 3 years for Downs at that price (given he’s been steady the past few years), but I think Mike realizes that bullpen is probably the easiest and most replaceable of all the roster spots in these types of leagues.

The Bad:
I think $20 is a bit much for Kelly Johnson, given that he’s unproven and only average on defense (B/60). If he expands upon his mini-breakout 2007 stats, then $20 seems fine, but I suspect there will be some regression. Aramis Ramirez is a solid player, but I think $38 is a tad too much for him, and with that in mind I probably wouldn’t have given him a 3 year deal. Remember in most years, Aramis’ defense is bad in dynasty (C or even D if my memory is correct), so for him to get a B range this year seems to be a fluke.

I’m not a fan of Penny’s long term outlook, as he always seems to fade as the season progresses and I question his durability. $34 on a 1 year deal wouldn’t have been terrible, but I question the decision to give him 2 years.  Also, despite his jam rating, Penny’s splits aren’t ideal (.286 versus righties) so he may have a tough time replicating his low MLB ERA in the Beer League.  Getting Janssen on a 1 year deal is ok, but $6 seems to be a bit much (I confess this is partly my fault, as I was bidding Janssen’s price up, partially because I wanted him but also because I knew Mike wanted him as well).

Best Value: No obvious steals, just a bunch of decent bargains. I’ll take Sheffield for $3.

Worst Value: Again no obvious terrible prices, but I’ll take Penny at $34.

Best Contract: Varitek for 2 years at $10

Worst Contract: Ramirez for 3 years at $38.

The Verdict:

I give Mike an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  Mike seems to have a good idea in terms of the contract strategy, with the exception of a few choices I don’t agree with. He’s amassed some talent for this year, but there isn’t many future prospects to speak of. I think Mike will and should attempt to be a contender this year, as he’s only another starter and maybe another bat away from fielding an excellent team. Even if he stands pat, this is a playoff team in my opinion.

Titletown Corporate Raiders (Miller Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Paul Loduca
	5
	1/1

	 Derrek Lee
	25
	1/3

	 Freddy Sanchez
	7
	1/1

	 Ryan Zimmerman
	21
	1/1

	 Khalil Greene
	15
	1/2

	 BJ Upton
	31
	1/3

	 Randy Winn
	6
	1/2

	 Jason Bay
	11
	1/1

	 Todd Helton
	22
	1/3

	 Yorvit Torrealba
	1
	1/2

	 Mark Derosa
	6
	1/2

	 Jacoby Ellsbury
	7
	1/3

	 Ryan Ludwick
	1
	1/2

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Ben Sheets
	17
	1/2

	 Curt Schilling
	9
	1/1

	 Adam Wainwright
	17
	1/3

	 Ted Lilly
	14
	1/1

	 Carlos Villanueva
	9
	1/3

	 Matt Capps
	13
	1/1

	 Mariano Rivera
	19
	1/1

	 Ervin Santana
	1
	1/3

	 Jeremy Bonderman
	11
	1/3

	 Jonathan Broxton
	11
	1/3

	 Juan Cruz
	3
	1/2

	 Eric Gagne
	2
	1/2


Owner: Craig Paprocki

Total Payroll: $284

The Good:

Another team with good balance and payroll flexibility, as the highest paid player on the team is BJ Upton at $31.  Craig got some decent values on offense, as I like Helton for $22, as well as DeRosa as a super utility guy for $6. Jacoby could be a future steal at $7. Craig spent a lot on Upton, but the guy is a future stud, and not a bad choice to be Titletown’s highest paid player.  Lee at $25 isn’t bad either, as I suspect some of Lee’s power will return this MLB season.

On the pitching side of things, Craig has assembled a solid rotation and bullpen. I love the Wainwright pick for $17, as he’s a jam this year and a good bet to have many more productive years. Easy choice for a 3 year contract. Sheets is a risky pick, but $17 isn’t exactly an amount that will break the bank, and Craig hedges his bet by splitting the difference between 1 and 3 years. This way, if Sheets gets hurt again, Craig’s only on the hook for one more season, but if Sheets breaks out, Craig at least gets him for next BLB season. It’s a smart strategy in my opinion, as Sheets seems to be one of those guys with no middle ground. Schilling is a good 1 year deal for $9. Lilly is also a steal, as Craig gets his 2nd jam starter for only $14. I might have gone more than 1 year with Ted, but I guess Craig is betting that all those fly balls that Lilly allowed in Wrigley last year are going to start turning into more homers. I like Ervin Santana as a $1 gamble for 3 years, since if he washes out he’s a $1 buyout for next season. Bonderman could be a nice bargain if he can stay healthy after his elbow troubles last year.  The bullpen is filled with interesting arms as well, as Gagne and his jam came very cheap at $2, as did Juan Cruz’s solid relief card ($3). Broxton is probably priced about right for $11, but I like him on a 3 year deal as he’s probably the closer next year for the Dodgers with Saito getting up there in age.

The Bad:
In general, I’m not a fan of Craig’s offense. I don’t think there’s enough punch in the lineup, and I think he’ll regret leaving $16 on the table if his goal is to compete this season. Khalil Greene isn’t terrible at $15 I guess, but the guy’s OBP didn’t even crack .300 last year, and I doubt he’ll be able to top the 27 HR he put up in Petco.  While I don’t mind the Zimmerman deal ($21), $11 was too much for 1 year of Jason Bay, since you don’t get to bet on a bounce back as the Pirates are outside the player pool.

Craig thinks he overpaid for Rivera, and I agree, but at least the damage is mitigated with the 1 year deal. Mo had his worst year as a closer and didn’t get the jam, doesn’t sound like a solid $19 investment to me. I also think he overpaid a bit for Capps at $13. Capps has a nice ERA (2.28), but he doesn’t have the jam and has terrible splits (.281 vs lefties versus .181 vs righties).

Best Value: I like Wainwright for $17.

Worst Value: Rivera at $19.

Best Contract: Sheets for 2 years at $17.

Worst Contract: No obvious candidates are jumping out at me, so I’ll say Lilly for only 1 year at $14 (since I think he should have gone 2 or 3 years at that price, though I can see the argument against).

The Verdict:

I give Craig an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  I really like the rotation that Craig put together, as well as some of the players on offense and in the bullpen. However, this grade is lowered by a couple of bad relief contracts (Capps and Rivera), and by the general fact that I don’t think Craig’s offense will stack up to some of the others in the league. Still, I think Craig has an excellent chance to field a playoff team this year, and he’s got some good young players to ensure that Titletown stays competitive for years to come.

Arlington Cowboys (Ballpark in Arlington)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Carlos Pena
	42
	1/2

	 Hunter Pence
	19
	1/1

	 Benji Molina
	17
	1/1

	 Ian Kinsler
	27
	1/3

	 JJ Hardy
	18
	1/3

	 Josh Hamilton
	21
	1/3

	 Delmon Young
	17
	1/3

	 Kevin Kouzmanoff
	4
	1/3

	 Jason Botts
	1
	1/2

	 Jack Hannahan
	1
	1/1

	 Mark Grudzelanek
	1
	1/1

	 Nate Mcclouth
	1
	1/1

	 David Murphy
	1
	1/3

	 Jim Edmonds
	1
	1/1

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Huston Street
	19
	1/1

	 Tim Hudson
	31
	1/3

	 Scott Kazmir
	28
	1/3

	 Jarrod Washburn
	7
	1/1

	 Derek Lowe
	24
	1/2

	 Boof Bonser
	2
	1/2

	 Sergio Mitre
	1
	1/1

	 Doug Davis
	1
	1/2

	 John Danks
	1
	1/2

	 Cla Meredith
	1
	1/2

	 Joe Beimel
	1
	1/1


Owner: Brad Pike

Total Payroll: $300

The Good:

Despite the high cost, I like the Pena deal at $42 for 2 years. He’s a stud hitter this year, and I don’t think he’ll regress too much in MLB this season (maybe down to 35 HR with 100 walks, still a good player). Hamilton at $21 is a bit of a risk, but I actually like that deal as well as I think if he can stay healthy, he’ll easily be worth $21. Delmon Young could turn out to be a steal at $17 over 3 years as well. Throw in Hunter Pence on a solid 1 year deal for $19, and I like the young outfield Brad has put together for this year and the future. Molina’s price of $17 is about right, though I may have gone another year on him as he’s gonna play a ton in San Francisco since he’s about the only non-AAA hitter they currently have. McClouth is a nice $1 player, as are Edmonds and Grudzelanek.

Hudson, Kazmir, and Lowe are a solid a 1-3, and at a reasonable price. Add in Davis, Bonser and Washburn at affordable prices for the back end, and Brad’s rotation should be at worst league average, and possibly a bit above that.

The Bad:

Brad missed a portion of the draft, so some of these comments should be taken with a grain of salt.  I’m not a fan of Kinsler for $27; I think that might be a bit of Brad’s Rangers bias taking over there. Ian’s a good player, but I think $27 is a bit much. Hardy for $18 is a good price if you get the JJ Hardy from the first half last year; however, I think the real JJ Hardy is closer to the guy who struggled in the 2nd half.

Brad’s bullpen is nothing short of terrible. Street is a bit overpriced for my taste at $19, considering the injury filled year he had last year and that he’s only on a 1 year deal. Meredith and Beimel are his only other relievers, meaning Brad has some work to do to patch up his bullpen in the minors draft.

Best Value: Pence for $19.

Worst Value: Street for $19.

Best Contract: Young for 3 years at $17.

Worst Contract: Kinsler for 3 years at $27.

The Verdict:

I give Brad an overall grade of C+ for this draft.  I like the offensive core he’s built, especially his outfield. He’s got a good top of the rotation and a decent back end as well, but where his grade gets dragged down is his lack of bullpen, and his overpaying on a few contracts.

Edmonton Trappers (Pro Player Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Jorge Posada
	28
	1/1

	 Carlos Guillen
	15
	1/3

	 Jeff Kent
	6
	1/2

	 Adrian Beltre
	21
	1/3

	 Edgar Renteria
	15
	1/2

	 Brad Wilkerson
	2
	1/2

	 Brad Hawpe
	18
	1/3

	 Coco Crisp
	7
	1/1

	 Curtis Thigpen
	1
	1/1

	 Alex Cora
	1
	1/1

	 Pat Burrell
	9
	1/3

	 Marlon Byrd
	3
	1/2

	 Jack Cust
	7
	1/1

	 John MCdonald
	3
	1/2

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Oliver Perez
	16
	1/1

	 Felix Hernandez
	35
	1/3

	 Gil Meche
	17
	1/1

	 Dan Haren
	32
	1/2

	 Carlos Marmol
	8
	1/3

	 Fransisco Rodriguez
	23
	1/2

	 Brad Lidge
	2
	1/3

	 Jeremy Guthrie
	6
	1/2

	 Hideki Okajima
	13
	1/1

	 Pat Neshek
	5
	1/3

	 Matt Guerrier
	3
	1/3


Owner: Mike Jackson

Total Payroll: $296

Can I grade my own team objectively? I’m going to try, though I will say that I did like my draft and will probably give myself a high grade. Anyways, that’ll be up for argument I’m sure.

The Good:

I really like my offense. It’s a good balance of power guys (Burrell, Cust), high average guys (Posada, Guillen, Renteria), and balanced guys (Beltre, Kent). Crisp provides me with some speed as well at the top of the lineup. In terms of value, I got Beltre for a few bucks cheaper than I thought he was worth, so I was happy with that. I was happy with getting Hawpe and his clutch for $18, though I will have to platoon Wilkerson with him. Renteria and Guillen are reasonable buys at $15 each I think. Burrell was a steal for my DH spot at $9, and I liked getting Cust for 1 year at $7.  Each of those two guys had more than 100 BB, which helps their OBP overcome their low batting averages. I needed to get Crisp for some speed and defense, and was happy to get him for $7.

My bullpen might be one of the deepest in the league. I paid what was approximately the going rate for non-elite closers, $23 for F-ROD. I’m pairing him with Okajima, who is a jam and on a 1 year deal to protect me in case MLB hitters figure out his unique delivery. Lidge at $2 was a steal considering my ballpark can handle his deep drives. Neshek, Guerrier, and Marmol for a combined $16 is something I’m happy with. I was happy with Haren at $32 for my ace. Meche and Perez are a solid 3-4 combo as well.

The Bad:

I think I overpaid a bit for Posada, which is why he’s on a 1 year deal. He has a nice card and all, but $28 was a few dollars more than I wanted to pay for him. When I missed out on Martin and Martinez, I panicked a bit and made sure I got Posada. While I like my offense as a group, my defense is below average everywhere except 3B and CF. While I drafted some good defensive subs (Byrd, McDonald, Cora), my lack of defense may come back to haunt me. Another thing about my offense is that I don’t have any prospects at all. This is an old group, built to win now, which means my team will be in trouble after this year and possibly next year.

I felt really good about my rotation until I took a closer look at my staff after Haren. I think I overpaid on the hype for Felix, and I honestly am regretting giving him a 3 year deal. He’s an injury risk, but I’m praying that he puts it together this season and stays healthy. Also, I didn’t realize how many hits Felix gave up last year; with those opponents batting averages, I think it’ll be tough for him to keep his BLB ERA near his MLB ERA from 2007, regardless of the jam rating.  Perez is a guy I didn’t want but was trying to drive up the price on, and it backfired. He should be ok for me this year, but he’s a few dollars more expensive than I’d like. Ditto for Meche, who’s splits aren’t exactly the greatest, and I think he’ll have a tough time posting an ERA under 4.00 in BLB. I am happy with my bullpen on the whole, but I think I messed up a bit on F-ROD in that I didn’t consider the massive amount of walks he allowed last year (I only looked at ERA, jam, and opponents batting average). Had I known he walked 30 batters on the year, I may have looked elsewhere for my closer. Luckily I have Okajima, but he’s my only lefty so I was hoping he’d remain an 8th inning setup guy.

Best Value: Burrell for $9.

Worst Value: Hernandez for $35.
Best Contract: Burrell for 3 years at $9.

Worst Contract: Hernandez for 3 years at $35.

The Verdict:

I give myself an overall grade of A- for this draft.  I came in with a plan and a budget to spend on each position, and I followed it for the most part. I head into the minor league phase needing only 12 or so starts to get me through the year, so I can focus on taking the best players available and not going after holes on my roster. I like my offense, I think I’ll hit some homers and draw some walks, and I have a few guys who can steal some bags. My bullpen is very strong, and I look forward to some good relief ERAs from Marmol, Neshek, and Okajima. My grade is dropped a bit due to my rotation being a bit on the weak side, at least for this BLB season, and for the fact that my roster is devoid of young talent, which means there could be some rough years ahead after the inaugural BLB season for the Trappers.

Inland Evil Empires (Safeco)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Ronny Paulino
	11
	1/1

	 Dmitri Young
	10
	1/1

	 Rickie Weeks
	21
	1/1

	 Chipper Jones
	37
	1/2

	 Orlando Cabrera
	16
	1/2

	 Joey Gathright
	1
	1/3

	 Willy Tavares
	13
	1/2

	 Ryan Freel
	4
	1/2

	 Kevin Youlkilis
	17
	1/3

	 Carlos Ruiz
	9
	1/2

	 Howie Kendrick
	8
	1/3

	 Mike Lowell
	24
	1/2

	 Jack Wilson
	7
	1/1

	 Jeff Keppinger
	4
	1/3

	 Billy Butler
	4
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Randy Johnson
	9
	1/1

	 Wandy Rodriguez
	3
	1/1

	 Orlando Hernandez
	15
	1/1

	 Joe Blanton
	11
	1/1

	 Manny Delcarmen
	5
	1/2

	 Rafael Soriano
	14
	1/3

	 Heath Bell
	15
	1/2

	 George Sherrill
	2
	1/3

	 Michah Owings
	2
	1/3

	 Yusmeiro Petit
	1
	1/3


Owner: Jon Jaramillo

Total Payroll: $263

We all know Jon did his homework before the draft; he was the one going on about “numbers” in the chat window. Does that reflect in his draft grade? We’ll find out:

The Good:

In general I like Jon’s offense. He found some good bargains, and has a mix of vets and kids, and of power and speed. Cabrera and Tavares give him a solid 1-2 punch atop the batting order at reasonable prices ($16 and $13). Young is a good card to get for only $10 on a 1 year deal, as is Jack Wilson for $7. Kendrick could turn out to be a steal at $8 over 3 years; ditto for Butler ($4). Paulino is ok behind the plate for $11; at least he mashes lefties. $17 is about what I’d expect for Youkilis, and he should be a safe bet to maintain his production for the next 2 MLB seasons. Keppinger has a ringer card in this year’s BLB season, and is also getting some regular playing time in MLB, so I like this pick for 3 years and $4.

On the pitching side, I feel like Jon’s assembled a good bullpen, and a decent 1-2 punch atop his rotation.  I know after talking to Jon that he loves his bullpen, and while I don’t think its as good as he thinks it is, I agree with him that it’ll be one of the league’s best. Jon ponied up for Soriano and Bell, and those guys are definitely worth the money. I like Bell on the 2 year deal and Soriano on the 3 year contract; that’s probably what I would have done as well. I am concerned about Soriano’s deep drives (even in Safeco, 12 HR in 70 innings is a lot), but he doesn’t allow much else on his card, so Jon is banking on Safeco swallowing up a lot of the DD results. It doesn’t hurt that Jon’s got 2 other pitcher’s parks in his division (Pro Player and Dodger Stadium). Delcarmen at $5 is another good buy, as he’s got a very good card, though not many innings. Sherrill at $2 could be a major steal since the guy is now closing for the Orioles; his card for this BLB season is pretty solid too, as he’s not just a lefty. Petit rounds out the bullpen for a $1 and he’s a good investment at that price, though again he allows a ton of deep drives (12 in 57 IP).  As far as the rotation goes, Blanton for $11 is a good investment for a 1 year guy, and El Duque for 1 year and $15 is ok. The dollar amount might be a tad high, but it’s only 1 year and he did have a nice 2007 season. Wandy Rodriguez at $3 is another deal I like, more for the future than for the 2008 BLB season (though his card is solid).

The Bad:

I like Weeks a lot, but I think $21 is too much to pay for his weak 2007 MLB season. I mean what’s the point unless you get that on a 3 year deal, so you give the guy a chance to earn his salary over the next 2 years? Chipper had an awesome 2007 season, but I still think $37 is too much for him, and I definitely wouldn’t have invested in him for 2 seasons at that price. He’s always had injury troubles, so getting 2 healthy years in a row might be asking for too much.

In general, I don’t think Jon’s assembled a strong enough rotation. There’s a big drop off after Blanton and El Duque, even if you count Randy’s 10 solid starts.  On that subject, I think $9 was a bit much for 10 starts from Randy, again unless you were going to go 2 years and give him a chance to have a solid 2008 MLB season and earn that salary. Owings at $2 is a nice pick for the future, but he doesn’t have the greatest card for 2008 BLB. Again he’s another guy with a fair number of deep drives (20 in 150ish innings), so Jon’s trying to play to Safeco’s strengths as a pitcher’s park by getting guys with good ratios and bad deep drive rates. I gotta give him credit for the strategy, but between Petit, Soriano, and Owings, he might have taken it too far, especially considering that Safeco isn’t exactly the most extreme pitcher’s park (adjustment is 0, though the fences are far from home plate), and you have to play 81 games on the road. Me and Jon had a debate about the merits of innings from your bullpen, as I argued that Delcarmen (and to a lesser extent Sherrill) weren’t as valueable as he thinks because they have less than 50 IP. Jon seems to think he’ll be getting a ton of innings from his starters, so he won’t need a lot of innings from those guys, but I just don’t see it with the rotation he’s assembled. Also, I’m not sure why Jon left $27 on the table, it just seems like a case of poor draft management. That $27 could have bought him a borderline ace pitcher to augment his rotation and put him over the top. At least the silver lining is he gets that money to invest in next year’s team.

Best Value: Blanton for $11.

Worst Value: Johnson for $9.

Best Contract: Kendrick for 3 years at $8.

Worst Contract: Weeks for 1 year at $21.

The Verdict:

I give Jon an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  It’s obvious that Jon came in having done his homework, and though we may disagree on strategy, I can respect that. I like the offense that Jon has assembled, as I feel that it has a good balance to it. Jon’s also assembled a strong bullpen, though again I think he’s over-rating it a tad. Jon’s grade is dragged down by the fact his rotation is weak after Blanton and El Duque, he made a few questionable decisions in terms of contract lengths, and he left $27 on the table at the draft. Still, Jon’s put together a very strong team that could be a starter or a shut down closer away from making a deep playoff run. 

San Antonio Tejenos (Dodger Stadium)

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Jake Peavy
	69
	1/3

	 Barry Zito
	11
	1/3

	 Johann Santana
	65
	1/3

	 John Smoltz
	28
	1/3

	 Takashi Saito
	38
	1/2

	 Alan Embree
	1
	1/1

	 Brian Wolfe
	1
	1/1

	 Kevin Millwood
	1
	1/3

	 Andy Pettite
	1
	1/2

	 Chan Ho Park
	1
	1/1

	 Mike Timlin
	1
	1/1

	 Octavio Dotel
	1
	1/2

	 Latroy Hawkins
	1
	1/1


	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Chris Snyder
	1
	1/2

	 Lance Berkman
	26
	1/1

	 Chase Utley
	45
	1/3

	 Brandon Inge
	1
	1/2

	 Omar Vizquel
	1
	1/2

	 Chris Duncan
	1
	1/3

	 David Dejesus
	1
	1/3

	 Austin Kearns
	1
	1/1

	 Jason Kendall
	1
	1/2

	 Ryan Raburn
	1
	1/1

	 Geoff Jenkins
	1
	1/2

	 Jason Michaels
	1
	1/3


Owner: Christian Sumner

Total Payroll: $300

Christian went with a “stars and scrubs” strategy on steroids for the draft, as he ended up with 18 $1 players on his 25 man roster. Did it work? Read on…

The Good:

Forgetting about dollars for the moment, Christian has assembled a solid team. His offense is headlined by Berkman and Utley, and he was able to be patient and find some good $1 players, such as Inge, Duncan, Dejesus, Jenkins, and Vizquel (not so much for offense, but for defense anyway).  All of those guys are great bargains at $1, and it should enable Christian to augment his strong pitching with an offense that could potential be league average.

Again forgetting about the price tag, what’s not to like about a rotation of Peavy, Santana, Smoltz, Pettitte, and Zito/Millwood? That’s a winning top 3 right there, and Christian can pick his matchups to get the most out of his remaining 3 pitchers. I actually like Smoltz for $28, I think some people were scared off by his trapezoid injury this spring (which is looking like it will be nothing serious, but who knows given his age). Saito as the closer gives Christian one of the best closers in MLB for the 2007 season, and the rest of his bullpen is decent for $1 each.

The Bad:

You know how I said in the last section, let’s forget about cost? Yeah, now we talk about the cost. Utley is overpaid at $45, though I suppose if you’re going to overpay, you want the top guy at his position, and Utley is that guy at 2B. But I question putting him on a 3 year deal, since you should be able to get him back cheaper in next year’s auction. 

For the life of me, I can’t figure out how giving 3 year deals to Peavy, Santana, and Smoltz is a good idea. You’re tying up 54% of the payroll ($162) on three starting pitchers, one of whom is over 40, and another who’s had a serious arm injury in the past (Santana). I would actually not have minded the fact that Christain overpaid for those guys if he made them all 1 year deals (maybe I could have handled Smoltz at 2 since $28 isn’t bad). That would have shown that Christian was saying “screw it, I’m going for broke this year”. Instead he’s got no payroll flexibility for the next 2 drafts. He’d better hope that these guys all get carded with lots of starts in future years. And again, from a strategy point of view, you probably could have gotten Peavy and Santana back for 75% of the cost next year, and had them for an extra season on a 3 year deal anyway at the lower cost. I also don’t like Saito for 2 years at $38, I think that’s a tad much on a 2 year deal, again considering his age. I probably would have gone 3 years for Pettitte at $1, and maybe would have switched the 3 year deals for Peavy/Santana to some of his $1 bullpen guys or bench guys. Remember, it’s a lot easier to buy out a $1 guy than it is to buy out a $69 guy. If either Peavy or Santana blows out his arm this year, that’s a $69 or $65 payroll hit to buy out their contract.

Best Value: Kearns for $1.

Worst Value: Santana for $65.
Best Contract: Duncan for 3 years at $1.

Worst Contract: Peavy & Santana for 3 years at $69 and $65, respectively.

The Verdict:

I give Christian an overall grade of C+ for this draft.  Christian has built a solid team based on his very strong starting pitching, and an offense that should put enough runs on the board to win some close games.  If Christian’s starters can take a close game into the 8th/9th inning, Saito will shut the door.  Christian’s grade slips due to the gross overpaying of several players, and the fact that he didn’t recognize the need to limit the damage to 1 year deals and try to get those same players back next year at a reduced cost.  There’s a lot of risk tied up with Christian’s team, and not a lot of flexibility to fix the roster if things go wrong in MLB over the next 2 seasons.

Texas Snow Monkeys (Jacobs Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Victor Martinez
	35
	1/3

	 Ryan Howard
	63
	1/1

	 Tadahito Iguchi
	1
	1/2

	 Melvin Mora
	3
	1/3

	 Juan Uribe
	1
	1/1

	 Bill Hall
	3
	1/2

	 Hideki Matsui
	27
	1/2

	 Norris Hopper
	1
	1/3

	 Mike Barrett
	1
	1/1

	 Omar Infante
	1
	1/1

	 Brian Giles
	1
	1/2

	 Willie Harris 
	1
	1/1

	 Frank Catalanotto
	1
	1/1

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Josh Beckett
	44
	1/3

	 Fausto Carmona
	36
	1/3

	 Jake Westbrook
	1
	1/3

	 Brandon Webb
	37
	1/3

	 Jonathan Papelbon
	36
	1/3

	 David Riske
	1
	1/2

	 David Weathers
	1
	1/2

	 Nate Robertson
	1
	1/3

	 Kyle Farnsworth
	1
	1/1

	 Jared Burton
	1
	1/2

	 JC Romero
	1
	1/2

	 Brad Hennessey
	1
	1/1


Owner: Jon Barnes

Total Payroll: $300

Jon also went with a “stars and scrubs” strategy, but not quite as extreme as Sumner, as he has only 16 $1 players on his roster, and spread out the funds at the top end a bit more evenly.

The Good:

Jon’s offense, much like Sumner’s, is top heavy, as it features Martinez, Howard, and Matsui. I don’t mind the $35 for Martinez as I found catcher was a bit shallow in the draft pool, so even though it seems like a bit much, Jon got one of the top 3 catchers in the game. Some solid $1 values in there as well, including Uribe, Hopper (an absolute steal, if only for his card this season), and Giles.

Again without discussing money, Jon has built himself a very good starting rotation consisting of Beckett, Carmona, Webb, Westbrook, and Robertson. That top 3 alone matches up with any team’s in the league. I love Westbrook for 3 years at $1, as he’s as steady as they come.  Ditto for Robertson, can’t go wrong with a 3 year deal at that price.  Papelbon at $36 is probably about right, given his past 2 seasons; the only downside with him in this format is that you have to watch how you use him, since he only has 58 innings. Jon also got some solid $1 middle relievers, such as Burton, Riske, Weathers, and Romero. All in all, I like Jon’s pitching.

The Bad:

Howard for $63 is a ridiculous overpay, though at least Jon put him on a 1 year deal. Matsui at $27 is also a bit much, and I really don’t like the 2 year deal on that one. I probably would have invested in Hall and Catalanotto on 3 year deals, given they are signed for cheap and had down years. Ditto for Uribe, since for some reason Ozzie believes in him as the starter at 2nd base.

Jon didn’t grossly overpay for his starters like Sumner did, but I still felt he overpaid on his top 3. Also, I don’t like having those guys on 3 year deals, for the same reasons stated above. Maybe I could get behind putting Webb on a 3 year deal, but Carmona is unproven and saw a huge jump in his innings last year, and Beckett has had injury problems in the past (and he’s just 1 season removed from posting an ERA over 5.00). Too much risk with those guys to put them on 3 year contracts. I’m actually not sure how I feel about Papelbon for 3 years. By the same logic I just used, I should be saying he should be on a 1 year deal (given his injury scare from a few years ago), but I can see the appeal of signing him up for 3 years. If it was me, I might hedge my bets and go 2 years, just to limit the risk as much as possible.

Best Value: Hopper for $1.

Worst Value: Howard for $63.
Best Contract: Westbrook for 3 years at $1.

Worst Contract: Beckett for 3 years at $44.

The Verdict:

I give Jon an overall grade of B- for this draft.  Jon has built himself a team that could make the postseason this BLB season. He’s got a very good pitching staff, anchored by a great top 3 starters and a shut down closer. He’s built the backend of his staff and bullpen with some smart $1 guys. His offense might be league average or slightly below, but he’s still got a few weapons in there (Howard, Martinez, Matsui) that should keep him in ballgames started by his big 3. He loses points for some questionable overpays and contract lengths.

Columbus Red Birds (Great American Ballpark)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Prince Fielder
	45
	1/3

	 Chone Figgins
	46
	1/3

	 Jason Bartlett
	1
	1/3

	 Carl Crawford
	60
	1/3

	 Ichiro Suzuki
	68
	1/3

	 Manny Ramirez
	41
	1/3

	 Lyle Overbay
	1
	1/2

	 Richie Sexson
	1
	1/1

	 Kaz Matsui
	1
	1/1

	 So Taguchi
	1
	1/1

	 Cliff Floyd
	1
	1/2

	 Christian Guzman
	1
	1/1

	 Brad Ausmus
	1
	1/1

	 Ronnie Belliard
	1
	1/1

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Justin Germano
	1
	1/3

	 Kyle Kendrick
	1
	1/3

	 Randy Wolf
	1
	1/2

	 Jason Schmidt
	1
	1/1 

	 Trevor Hoffman
	16
	1/1

	 Al Reyes
	1
	1/1

	 Kerry Wood
	1
	1/2

	 Noah Lowry
	1
	1/3

	 Paul Byrd
	1
	1/1

	 Doug Brocail
	1
	1/1

	 Brian Wilson
	1
	1/2


Owner: Mike Schmidt

Total Payroll: $295

I know Mike missed the draft, so this grade will lean more heavily towards what Mike did to fix his team after the draft, and how he assigned contracts to limit the damage that the computer AI did to his team.

The Good:

Just talking about Mike’s team for a minute, Columbus is gonna score some runs. Their 1-5 hitters (Figgins, Ichiro, Crawford, Fielder, Manny) are very good, and he’s got some good complimentary parts in Matsui, Floyd, Overbay, and Belliard. Some of the $1 deals I like include Overbay (who should bounce back this MLB season after being hurt last year), Matsui, Floyd, and Bartlett. Of all the dollar amounts that the computer overpaid on, I actually don’t mind Fielder at $45, given the monster 2007 season he had.

On the pitching side, Mike’s in tough given the AI didn’t give him much to work with. Germano and Kendrick should be decent and are good 1 year deals. Lowry was a decent staff filler for $1, as was Paul Byrd. Hoffman is a decent closer to have for $16, well below the 2nd tier guys. Wood is a very good choice for $1, as long as he stays healthy this MLB season as the Cub’s closer. Ditto for Brian Wilson, as he’s the Giants closer and could have a good card next BLB season.

The Bad:

Again its about the contract dollar values, but Mike can’t be blamed for those. What he can be blamed for is assigning all of them 3 year deals. He’s now got a staggering $260 tied up in 5 players over the next 3 years. That completely handcuffs his team and will prevent him from building any kind of a pitching staff, or replacing any of those guys should they get hurt. He should have taken some of those 3 year deals and applied them to his $1 guys; again if they don’t work out, it’s a $1 buyout, but if you get lucky, you have great value for the next few seasons.  The only 3 year deal that’s defensible is Fielder, because of the reasonable price and his age, but the other 4 guys I would have made 1 year deals.  I definitely would have went $3 on guys like Overbay, Floyd, and maybe even Sexson (again if he doesn’t bounce back you can buy him out for $1, but if he does you have a 35 HR first baseman for a buck).

Mike’s pitching staff may be the worst in the league, but again that’s not his fault. Again repeating what I say above, I would have went to 3 years on guys like Byrd, Wood, Wilson, Wolf, and maybe even Reyes, to limit the 3 year deals on his overpaid guys.

Best Value: Kendrick for $1.

Worst Value: Ramirez for $41.
Best Contract: Kendrick for 3 years at $1.

Worst Contract: Suzuki for 3 years at $68.

The Verdict:

I give Mike an overall grade of D for this draft.  This grade is that low because of Mike’s decisions to tie up $260 in payroll over the next 3 years, which completely deprives his team of financial flexibility should one of his high priced players suffer an injury. If I was grading the team itself, I might give it a bit higher of a grade just due to the offense alone, but man that pitching staff is gonna get lit up brighter than a Christmas tree on December 25th. 

Granite City Gangsters (Camden Yards)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 A.J. Pierzynski
	5
	1/2

	 Adrian Gonzalez
	25
	1/2

	 Brandon Phillips
	37
	1/3

	 Mark Reynolds
	12
	1/2

	 Alex Gonzalez
	2
	1/1

	 Alex Rios
	30
	1/3

	 Aaron Rowand
	26
	1/2

	 Vladamir Guerrero
	35
	1/2

	 Tony Abreu
	1
	1/1

	 Nick Punto
	1
	1/1

	 Raul Ibanez
	14
	1/1

	 Justin Upton
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Justin Verlander
	36
	1/3

	 Cole Hamels
	31
	1/3

	 Tim Lincecum
	16
	1/3

	 Chris Carpenter
	6
	1/2

	 Zack Greinke
	14
	1/3

	 Bobby Seay
	1
	1/1

	 Joaquin Benoit
	1
	1/2

	 Jason Bergmann
	1
	1/1

	 Homer Bailey
	1
	1/3

	 Jon Lester
	1
	1/3

	 Jason Marquis 
	1
	1/1

	 Jon Rauch
	1
	1/1

	 Brandon Morrow
	1 
	1/2


Owner: Ron Wright

Total Payroll: $300

The Good:

Ron’s built a pretty good offensive core that should result in Granite being near the top of BLB in runs scored this year. Gonzalez at $25 is about right, as is Vladdy at $35. I like the fact that Ron didn’t go 3 years on Vladdy, as I think his body is starting to break down due to all those years on Montreal’s turf. Reynolds at $12 is a nice bargain, if only for his card for this season. He’s off to a good start through the first week, so he might work out well as a 2 year deal. Ibanez is a nice 1 year deal at $14, but the steal of Ron’s draft might end up being Justin Upton for 3 years at $1. Even if it takes the kid a few years to blossom, Ron’s got him under control at a reasonable price for many many years.

Ron’s built himself a solid rotation of Verlander, Hamels, Lincecum, Lester and Greinke. It may be a bit thin this year but there’s a lot of potential there. Lincecum at $16 for 3 years is a good bargain, as is Greinke ($14), and a pair of $1 youngsters (Lester and Bailey). All of those guys are smart 3 year deals. Benoit and Rauch are smart $1 players as well in the bullpen.

The Bad:

I’m not a fan of Rowand, and I think $26 might be a tad much on a 2 year deal. I love Rios, but $30 might be a stretch unless he continues to develop power. Phillips may be coming off of a career year, and if he regresses, $37 for 3 years will be a reach.

Ron paid a lot for Verlander and Hamels, and he’s hoping they stay healthy for the duration of those contracts. Hamels in particular already has a history of arm problems. Carpenter for $6 and 2 years is the ultimate risk/reward thing, but I probably wouldn’t have gone that high. He’s uncarded in year 1, and he’s not due back until mid season this MLB year. If he suffers any kind of setback, he’ll be uncarded in year 2 as well, so it could be a wasted $6. Of course if he gives Ron 12-15 vintage starts, then the $6 will be well worth it. In general, Ron could use some more help at the back end of his bullpen, as he doesn’t really have a “true” closer. He may look to deal some offense to get one during the year.

Best Value: Lincecum for $16.

Worst Value: Carpenter for $6.
Best Contract: Upton for 3 years at $1.

Worst Contract: Phillips for 3 years at $37.

The Verdict:

I give Ron an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  I like the offense that Ron has put together, and I think he’ll be able to overcome a weak back end of the rotation and bullpen. Ron’s team is geared more towards the future, as he’s got a lot of young talent locked in at bargain prices. If everyone can stay healthy, he’s looking at a future stable of elite starters that includes Verlander, Lincecum, Hamels, Greinke, Bailey, and Lester. Not too shabby. He loses marks for not having much of a bullpen, and a few questionable contract decisions.

Guadalajara Grand Sportsmen (US Cellular Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Alex Rodriguez
	93
	1/1

	 Jose Reyes
	74
	1/2

	 Carlos Lee
	45
	1/1

	 Ryan Braun
	63
	1/3

	 Ryan Doumit
	1
	1/1

	 Ben Broussard
	1
	1/1

	 Mike Jacobs
	1
	1/3

	 John  Buck
	1
	1/3

	 Nomar Garciappara
	1
	1/1

	 Ramon Castro
	1
	1/1

	 Craig Monroe
	1
	1/1

	 Alfredo Amezaga
	1
	1/2

	 Ryan Spilborghs
	1
	1/2

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Joe Borowski
	5
	1/1

	 Matt Chico
	1
	1/1

	 Edwon Jackson
	1
	1/3

	 Derrick Turnbow
	1
	1/1

	 Jason Hirsh
	1
	1/3

	 Anthony Reyes
	1
	1/3

	 Cliff Lee
	1
	1/2

	 Jamie Moyer
	1
	1/1

	 Scott Proctor
	1
	1/1

	 Joel Piniero
	1
	1/1

	 Ryan Rowland-Smith
	1
	1/1

	 Dustin Moseley
	1
	1/2


Owner: Steve Bay

Total Payroll: $300

Steve’s another guy who missed the draft, so again I’ll focus more on the contract lengths and replacement players chosen to fix the mess that AI dealt him.

The Good:

Steve’s offense is solid 1-4, as his high priced talent (A-ROD, Reyes, Lee, Braun) will score some runs. He has some good secondary hitters like Jacobs, Doumit, and Spilborghs. I like the fact that he gave Rodriguez only a 1 year deal, and of course Lee is also forced to have a 1 year contract. Jacobs is a nice 3 year deal at only $1.

Steve’s staff is all $1 guys except for Borowski, so its hard to judge. He does have some nice $1 players, like Jackson, Hirsch, and Reyes. The fact is, due to the circumstances his rotation will be a bad one this year and possibly for a while unless Reyes, Hirsh and Jackson develop.

The Bad:

Again I think that Steve’s made the same mistake as a few others have with his monster contracts. Braun on a 3 year deal for $63 is an albatross; again, even if Braun puts up the same type of year, what’s to stop you from overbidding everyone for him next year and getting him for, say, $50? Of course there’s always the chance he has a sophomore slump, then you’re really stuck with an overpaid player. Reyes is also signed up for a year too many, for 2 years at $74, based on the same logic.

There’s not much to say about the pitching side of things. I might have given a 2 or 3 year deal to Proctor, unless you’re betting that his arm will fall off due to Torre’s abuse (even then it’s only a $1 commitment).

Best Value: Jacobs for $1.

Worst Value: Jose Reyes for $74.
Best Contract:  Jacobs for 3 years at $1.

Worst Contract: Braun for 3 years at $63.

The Verdict:

I give Steve an overall grade of C for this draft.  There’s not much he can do about the particular players on his roster, and he did hand out some smart contracts. However, his grade is hurt by the decision to assign multi-year deals to Jose Reyes and Ryan Braun, which will hamper his payroll flexibility over the next few seasons.

Motown Temptations (Comerica Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Johnny Estrada
	1
	

	 Aubrey Huff
	1
	 

	 Brendan Harris
	1
	 

	 Jose Bautista
	1
	 

	 Hanley Ramirez
	71
	 

	 Juan Pierre
	21
	 

	 Matt Holliday
	81
	 

	 Miguel Montero
	1
	 

	 Travis Buck
	1
	 

	 Brandon Watson
	1
	 

	 Juan Rivera
	1
	 

	 Magglio Ordonez
	63
	 

	 Johnny Gomes
	1
	 

	 Jay Payton
	1
	 

	 Eric Chavez
	1
	1/1

	 Marco Scutaro
	1
	

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Fransisco Liriano
	20
	 

	 Mark Prior
	1
	 

	 Brandon Backe
	1
	1/1

	 Jose Valverde
	25
	1/1

	 Miguel Batista
	1
	 

	 Jesse Litsch
	1
	 

	 Matt Belisle
	1
	 

	 Matt Morris
	1
	1/1

	 Brandon McCarthy
	1
	 

	 Jose Contreras
	1
	 


Owner: Mike Baggett

Total Payroll: $300

Mike also missed the draft, and as I write this he has yet to assign his contracts.

The Good:

Well at least his 3-5 hitters are solid. He’s also got some decent $1 players (Harris, Montero, Buck, Rivera, Gomes, and Scutaro).

Valverde is a nice closer card for $25 on a 1 year deal. His rotation should actually be not terrible, probably slightly below average. He’s got some guys with deep drive problems (Litsch, Belisle) that can be helped out by Comerica.

The Bad:

Same old story about the AI overpaying, which isn’t Mike’s fault of course. He’s got almost no bullpen to speak of, which will have to be addressed in the minors draft or via deals.

The Verdict:

I give Mike an overall grade of INC (incomplete) for this draft. Based on the players he has, he’s got the potential to field a decent team this year and in the future, if he makes smart choices with his contracts and in trades.  

St Louis Arch Rivals (Busch Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Joe Mauer
	41
	1/3

	 Justin Morneau
	27
	1/1

	 Mark Ellis
	2
	1/1

	 Hank Blalock
	16
	1/2

	 Michael Young
	26
	1/1

	 Chris B. Young
	10
	1/3

	 Matt Kemp
	17
	1/3

	 Carlos Gomez
	1
	1/3

	 Dave Ortiz
	30
	1/2

	 Felix Pie
	1
	1/2

	 Matt Murton
	1
	1/1

	 Troy Glaus
	8
	1/2

	 Tony Pena, Jr
	1
	1/2

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 James Shields
	31
	1/1

	 Jered Weaver
	17
	1/3

	 Daisuke Matsuzaka
	35
	1/3

	 Bobby Jenks
	21
	1/2

	 Joel Zumaya
	1
	1/2

	 Ryan Madson
	1
	1/1

	 Andrew Miller
	1
	1/3

	 Ubaldo Jimenez
	8
	1/3

	 Franklin Morales
	1
	1/3

	 Sean Marshall
	1
	1/1

	 Jensen Lewis
	1
	1/1

	 Pedro Feliciano
	1
	1/2


Owner: Brian Feig

Total Payroll: $300

Brian’s gone on record as stating he’s unhappy with his draft. Do I agree with his own assessment? We’ll see…

The Good:

Brian’s offense should be a good one for this year, and it has some nice pieces for the future. Ortiz, Glaus and Morneau supply the power, while Mauer, Michael Young, Kemp/Murton, and Ellis will supply the on base/batting average ability. In terms of contracts, I like Morneau on a 1 year deal, as I think he’s a tad overrated. Ditto for Michael Young. Kemp is priced about right at $17, and I think Brian will be happy with him on a 3 year deal. Ortiz for 2 years and $30 is about right, as there are concerns about his health deteriorating (he had knee problems last season). Gomez is a nice 3 year deal for a buck, and Ellis was a nice 1 year rental for only $2 at 2nd base. Glaus is another overrated guy (check out his home/road and lefty/righty splits if you don’t believe me), but getting him for $8 was a nice bargain. Chris Young is another good value if he can get on base at a better rate than last season. Blalock should be a good sleeper, maybe a bit overpaid for this BLB season but he should make that back next year if he stays healthy.  All in all, I like Brian’s offense, both for this year and the future.

Brian’s rotation is probably average on the whole for this season, but its got a lot of future promise. Matsusaka and Shields are an ok 1-2 punch, and Brian was able to get Weaver and Ubaldo on affordable 3 year deals. He’s got some nice $1 guys as well, such as Morales and Andrew Miller. This team has some good young arms on it signed to some good contracts. Jenks was signed very cheap at $21; I know I would rather have Jenks at $21 than my own closer, F-ROD, at $23, so Brian found some good value here.

The Bad:

I know Brian wasn’t happy with Mauer at $41, so it’s a bit puzzling to me that he gave him a 3 year deal. He’s had health concerns with his legs the past few years, and even if he stays healthy that’s a pretty steep price. I probably would have gone 3 years with Pie, even if he doesn’t breakout this MLB season, it’s a cheap contract to buy out (and of course if he does break out, you can extend him for multiple seasons).

I might have gone more than 1 year for Shields, but I can see the argument that 2007 may not be repeated as Shields came out of nowhere. Despite getting Jenks in the back end, the rest of Brian’s ‘pen is weak. Zumaya for 2 years doesn’t make much sense, since he’s a part timer this year and he will be a part timer next year. I’d have considered going either 1 year or 3 years, and see how his comeback goes this year before deciding whether or not to cut him loose. He likely won’t be back to full strength until the 2009 MLB season, and by that point he’s a free agent in BLB on if he’s on a 2 year deal.

Best Value: Surprisingly, I’m taking Ortiz for $30.

Worst Value: Mauer for $41.
Best Contract:  Morales/Miller for 3 years at $1.

Worst Contract: Mauer for 3 years at $41.

The Verdict:

I give Brian an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  I think Brian was a bit hard on himself, as I think he’s got a good stable of young talent, and a solid team for this year. His offense should be above average, and he’s got some good young players locked in for the future. His pitching might only be average this year, but he’s got some help for the future with the likes of Jiminez, Morales, and Miller. Brian loses points for a couple of questionable contract choices, as well as the fact that his bullpen and back of the rotation are question marks at this time. Lucky for Brian, those are possibly the easiest holes to plug through the minors draft or trades.

Clearwater Hooting Owls (Petco Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Grady Sizemore
	41
	1/3

	 Nick Markakis
	29
	1/3

	 Russell Martin
	36
	1/3

	 Troy Tulowitzki
	38
	1/3

	 Josh Willingham
	2
	1/3

	 Orlando Hudson
	25
	1/3

	 Bobby Crosby
	1
	1/1

	 Josh Fields
	1
	1/3

	 Albert Pujols
	60
	1/2

	 Rick Ankiel
	23
	1/2

	 Garrett Atkins
	21
	1/2

	 Ramon Hernandez
	2
	1/2

	 Jermaine Dye
	1
	1/2

	 Gary Matthews, Jr.
	2
	1/2

	 Timo Perez
	1
	1/1

	 Matt Stairs
	1
	1/1

	 Moises Alou
	9
	1/1

	 Chris Shelton
	1
	1/1

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Jair Jurrjens
	1
	1/3

	 Shawn Hill
	1
	1/1

	 BJ Ryan
	1
	1/2

	 Adam Loewen
	1
	1/2

	 Troy Percival
	1
	1/1

	 Chad Gaudin
	1
	1/1

	 Daniel Cabrera
	1
	1/3


Owner: Howard Cake

Total Payroll: $300

Howard is another guy who missed at least a portion of the draft, so again his grade will reflect the contracts more than the players chosen:

The Good:

Howard ended up with a very good offensive team, as you would expect since he and/or the AI spent 293 dollars on hitting. Sizemore, Markakis, Martin, Tulo, Hudson, Pujols, Atkins, Dye, Stairs, Alou.. this could be the top hitting team in BLB this season, even if/when Howard moves some of his excess to help out his pitching. In terms of contracts, I like the Atkins deal, as $21 seems a bit low. Dye and Stairs are steals at $1, and I like Stairs on a 1 year deal. Alou is also a good 1 year rental at $9. Hernandez is a solid backup and a potential bounce back candidate for $2. Willingham is also a nice bargain for $2 and 3 years. Fields could be a steal at $1 over 3 years, especially if the Sox deal Crede this year.

On the pitching side, well, Howard didn’t get many arms thanks to the AI, but I’m sure he’ll be swinging deals to address that. Of the arms he did get, I like Jurrjens for $1 over 3 years, and BJ Ryan could also be a nice sleeper at $1. Loewen, Percival, Gaudin, Hill, Cabrera.. all nice $1 players, but hopefully Howard can add some meat to his staff through trades.

The Bad:

Some more questionable contract lengths in my opinion. I would have let Pujols go at 1 year, considering the price ($60) and the whispers of him hitting the DL with his elbow injury (thought he’s held up well so far). Tulo is a stud young shortstop, but he seems to be a tad overpriced on a 3 year deal, as I’d be terrified of a sophomore slump. Ankiel is way overpriced at $23, though here you almost have to go 2 years with him though, to make up for the $23 your paying him for about 180 at bats this year. Shelton seems like a wasted pick, so I’m guessing it was the computer that took him.

Best Value: Dye for $1.

Worst Value: Ankiel for $23.
Best Contract:  Martin for 3 years at $36 (I think he’ll be worth the money. Maybe that’s some Canadian bias).

Worst Contract: Pujols for 2 years at $60.

The Verdict:

I give Howard an overall grade of B for this draft.  He’s got a strong offense at the expense of his pitching, though again that probably isn’t his fault, since the computer seemed to have a mind of its own.  I agree with most of Howard’s contract choices with the exception of a few, and as such he gets a solid grade. Computer or no, its hard to justify giving Howard a grade higher than a B given that he only ended up with 7 pitchers. Howard has a lot of work to do, but I’m sure he’ll be able to flip some of his offense to a team that has a ton of pitching (and there are quite a few of them in this league).

Garson Ehs (Oakland Alameda)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Yadier Molina
	25
	1/2

	 Jim Thome
	16
	1/2

	 Augie Ojeda
	2
	1/1

	 Pedro Feliz
	5
	1/2

	 Miguel Tejada
	12
	1/1

	 Milton Bradley
	7
	1/3

	 Jose Guillen
	7
	1/1

	 Mike Cameron
	7
	1/2

	 Adam Laroche
	1
	1/1

	 Chris Coste 
	1
	1/1

	 Damian Easley
	1
	1/1

	 Placido Polanco
	13
	1/3

	 Ryan Church 
	1
	1/2

	 Michael Bourn
	2
	1/1

	 Luke Scott 
	2
	1/3

	 Mark Teahan 
	3
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Aaron Harang
	32
	1/3

	 John Garland
	10
	1/2

	 Javier Vazquez
	28
	1/2

	 CC Sabathia
	32
	1/3

	 Chad Billingsley
	19
	1/3

	 Billy Wagner
	22
	1/2

	 Manny Corpas
	9
	1/3

	 Aaron Cook
	6
	1/1

	 Rafael Perez
	9
	1/3


Owner: Doug Anness

Total Payroll: $272

The Good:

Doug’s offense should be average at worst, and will likely be above average. Thome for $16 and 2 years is a very good bargain, though he is kind of a platoon player at this point in his career. Feliz and his A range are worth the $5 investment, and I like the choice of a 2 year deal, as he’s a good bet to hit for some power in Philly’s homer haven ballpark this MLB season. Tejada is a good 1 year deal for $12, as is Guillen for $7. I like the price for Polanco, as he provides good defense at 2nd and is coming off of a very good year. Laroche and Church on $1 deals are also nice buys.

Doug’s built a very good pitching staff. His rotation of Sabathia, Harang, Vazquez, Billingsley, and Garland is as good as anyone’s in the league, and it’s a pretty affordable rotation too, as only Sabathia and Harang are over $30. Honestly, I like the prices and the contract terms for all these pitchers, especially Billingsley for $19 and 3 years. Sabathia and Harang are as durable as they come and should be fine on 3 year deals, while Garland is just an innings eater, but is reliable and cheap at $10. Doug’s also got Aaron Cook to spot him some starts for $6. Doug’s a bit thin on bullpen innings, but he’s assembled a great back end of the bullpen, with Wagner to close, and Corpas/Perez a dynamic lefty/righty setup duo.

The Bad:

Doug way overpaid for Yadier Molina. I know that catcher defense is more important in Dynasty than in real life (or at least more measurable, if that’s a word), but $25 for 2 years seems to be pretty steep for a guy who couldn’t hit the water if he fell out of a boat before 2007. I think Polanco at 3 years might be a bit much, as he’s getting up there in age and what’s remaining of his power and speed will likely continue to decline (not to mention his defense). I would have gone 3 years on Church, especially at that price, as I am a big fan of his – good defense at all 3 OF positions, good on base skills, and should hit for more power now that he’s out of Washington’s giant stadium.

I don’t have many negative things to say about the pitching. The only nitpick I could mention is the lack of middle relief, but if Doug focuses his minor league draft on relievers, he’ll have a very good staff, front to back. Actually I guess I could quibble with Perez’s contract and dollar amount; $9 is a good price for him this BLB season, but he may be hard pressed to earn that amount for 2 more years. I probably would have made him a 1 year guy, but even if he tanks, $9 won’t exactly break the bank. And while we’re on that subject, I suppose I could comment on the fact that Doug left $28 on the table, which is never a good strategy unless you’re building for next year, and I think Doug can and should focus on winning now.

Best Value: Church for $1.

Worst Value: Molina for $25.
Best Contract:  Billingsley for 3 years at $19.

Worst Contract: Perez for 3 years at $9.

The Verdict:

I give Doug an overall grade of A- for this draft.  I think he’s got one of the best drafts I’ve seen so far going through this report card. His offense is nothing special, but he’s got some guys on there that can put some runs on the board. He also has virtually no “bad” deals on his team, with the exception of the Molina deal. Doug has managed to assemble a dynamic rotation and bullpen on the cheap, nabbing guys in the primes of their careers at or below market value. The only negatives are the fact that he didn’t draft any middle relief (though I recognize he can fill that hole in the minors draft), and he left $28 on the table, which he could have used to acquire an impact bat to put him over the top. He may still use that money to entice a team to dump a bad contract on him during the year if he’s in the hunt. All in all, Doug has every reason to be happy with his draft.

Los Anaheim Racers (Edison Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Geovany Soto
	8
	1/3

	 Ryan Garko
	12
	1/3

	 Dustin Pedroia
	18
	1/3

	 Mark Loretta
	1
	1/1

	 Ryan Theriot
	3
	1/2

	 Jayson Werth
	8
	1/2

	 Shane Victorino
	14
	1/3

	 Michael Cuddyer
	6
	1/2

	 Luis Castillo
	4
	1/1

	 Reggie Willits
	12
	1/1

	 Andre Ethier
	7
	1/3

	 Lastings Milledge
	2
	1/1

	 Stephen Drew
	5
	1/2

	 Frank Thomas
	9
	1/2

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Roy Oswalt
	29
	1/1

	 AJ Burnett
	25
	1/3

	 Matt Cain
	30
	1/3

	 Ian Snell 
	22
	1/1

	 Kevin Gregg 
	2
	1/2

	 Tom Gordon 
	1
	1/1

	 Brett Myers
	4
	1/2

	 John Maine
	26
	1/3

	 Dustin McGowan 
	27
	1/3

	 CJ Wilson
	3
	1/2

	 Scott Shields
	1
	1/1


Owner: Chris Minton

Total Payroll: $279

The Good:

Minton was clearly focusing on pitching during the auction, but he’s assembled some talent for his offense. Castillo, Victorino, and Willits give him one of the fastest tops of the order in the league, and Cuddyer, Thomas, and Garko add a bit of punch to his linup. Soto for 3 years and $8 might well turn out to be a very good deal, even if he is overpaid for the 2008 BLB season. I love Garko as a sleeper/underrated player, so I think Chris got a great deal on him for 3 years and $12. Werth is well, uh, worth the investment of $8 given his card, though I might have only gone 1 year on him. Cuddyer may never approach his career year numbers of a few years ago, but he’s a solid pick for $6. Castillo is a very smart 1 year deal for $4, given his leg troubles in MLB. Ethier for $7 and 3 years is another good young player locked up for 3 years for Minton. Thomas is a steal for only $9, and 2 years is about right, as he’s a good bet to have at least one more good MLB season (and he’s off to a good start so far this year, for what it’s worth).

Now, Minton’s vaunted pitching staff. I admit to wondering what the heck Minton was thinking during the auction, and wondering where the offense was going to come from. Well, as I said above, I love some of the offensive deals he made, and while I don’t think he’ll have a top-5 offense by any means, he doesn’t need that to win given his pitching. And what a staff he has: Cain, Oswalt, Burnett, Snell, McGowan, and Maine for good measure. That’s 6 quality arms, and none of them for more than $30. Gotta give Minton props on this one, and he even gets some payroll flexibility since Snell and Oswalt are mandatory 1 year deals. Burnett for $25 is a good price, though he’s a risk at 3 years. Cain for 3 years and $30 is a no brainer. Snell is a nice 1 year deal for $22, not bad for a jam starter. Minton’s bullpen is also solid, as he’s got good middle relief for cheap. Shields is a very good 1 year deal if he can stay healthy. Wilson for $3 is also good, especially since he’s the Rangers closer this MLB season, so that’s a smart 2 year deal. Myers for $4 could be a steal next year as Brett is returning to the rotation; could be a very cheap jam starter if Myers returns to his previous levels. Gordon is way past his prime, but not a bad gamble for a buck and one year.

The Bad:

Despite the good deals Chris got on offense, it’s still lacking an impact bat. Thomas is huge against lefties, but he struggles against righties. Again that probably won’t matter most nights with Minton’s pitching, but it’s still worth noting. About the only offensive picks I have issues with are Pedroia for $18 and Willits for $12.  I  think Pedroia’s a solid player but a bit overrated, since his only real attribute is batting average. He doesn’t run much, only has modest power, and isn’t a great on base guy. The power might develop, sure, but I think $18 is a slight reach. Then again, if Pedroia continues to take steps forward, I may eat those words. As for Willits, he’s got no power to speak of, and seems to be coming off of a career year, so at least Minton gave him a 1 year deal. However, $12 is way way too high for Willits.

I thought Maine and McGowan were a bit overpaid as well. McGowan may turn out to earn the $27 over the course of his 3 year deal, but last year was the first year he ever showed anything at the Major League level, so I’d be very concerned about him regressing. Of course he’s everyone’s trendy pick to break out, so there’s also a good chance of that happening. I tend to fall on the side of a breakout, but in paying $27 for him, that’s almost getting up into ace territory, and McGowan is no sure thing. Ditto for Maine, who’s had a nice past couple of seasons but always seems to give up too many homers. Chris is also going to suffer for not having a shutdown closer in his bullpen; I think he’d be smart to deal one of those aces for a jam reliever at some point during the season. Should also mention in this section that Chris left $21 on the table.

Best Value: Snell for $22.

Worst Value: Willits for $12.
Best Contract:  Garko for 3 years at $12.

Worst Contract: Pedroia for 3 years at $18.

The Verdict:

I give Chris an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  Minton did a fabulous job of putting together a winning staff, and he managed to patch together a solid offense on the cheap by getting some good deals. He was also pretty smart with assigning contract lengths, as I don’t have any real issues with any of his contract terms. What drags this grade down a bit is the fact that his offense may struggle to score runs at times due to its lack of a big masher, and the fact that Chris doesn’t have a true closer in his ‘pen. Still, Minton has an extra starter to deal, and if he’s smart, he’ll make a move to grab a bat or a closer.

OC Griswolds (Chase Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Ivan Rodriguez
	18
	1/3

	 Paul Konerko
	3
	1/3

	 Aaron Hill
	17
	1/2

	 Casey Blake
	6
	1/1

	 Julio Lugo
	7
	1/1

	 Dave Roberts
	9
	1/1

	 Bobby Abreu
	18
	1/2

	 Torii Hunter
	26
	1/3

	 Mike Napoli
	3
	1/2

	 Dan Uggla
	3
	1/3

	 Garret Anderson
	8
	1/1

	 Aki Iwomura
	5
	1/2

	 Scott Rolen
	5
	1/1

	 Yuniesky Betancourt
	3
	1/2

	 Casey Kotchman
	4
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Rich Harden
	9
	1/1

	 Kelvim Escobar
	23
	1/1

	 Carlos Zambrano
	24
	1/3

	 Mark Buerhle
	18
	1/2

	 Jorge Sosa
	6
	1/1

	 Joba Chamberlain
	17
	1/3

	 Joe Nathan
	34
	1/3

	 Bronson Arroyo
	4
	1/2

	 Ryan Dempster
	3
	1/2

	 Jeremy Accardo
	10
	1/3


Owner: Kevin Rhodes

Total Payroll: $283

The Good:

Kevin may have drafted the steal of the draft by getting Konerko for $3 and 3 years. I mean, Konerko may be entering into his decline, but come on: It’s 3 bucks! For a solid 30 HR guy, 3 bucks is peanuts. I like the Hill deal as well, as he’s a good defensive second baseman who’s starting to pick up his offense as he heads into his prime. Abreu is a solid player for $18 on a 2 year deal. I like the Napoli deal a lot, though I may have gone for 3 years with him. Kotchman is another good contract, as $4 for an up and coming first baseman is a steal. Uggla is another steal for only $3 and 3 years.  In general, Kevin has a solid mix of speed (Roberts, Lugo) power (Konerko, Hunter, Napoli, Uggla) and on base/average (Hill, Abreu, Anderson, Kotchman), which adds balance to his lineup.

Kevin’s built a solid rotation of Escobar, Zambrano, Buerhle, Arroyo, and Sosa/Harden. I like the Escobar deal; $23 is cheap for a jam starter on a 1 year deal (due to the injury). Zambrano is also signed to a cheap 3 year deal, given that the guy is still quite young (I think he’s only 26 or 27, it just feels like he’s been around forever). Buehrle is a solid innings eater for $18, and Arroyo is a great buy at $4 (though he’s got some deep drive problems, so Kevin may have to watch where and who he starts him against). The bullpen is anchored by Joe Nathan, signed for a market value price of $34. If I was going to give a closer a 3 year deal, it’d be Nathan, given his health and track record. Accardo was a nice deal at $10 for this year.

The Bad:

I’m not a fan of Pudge Rodriguez at all. At. All. The guy’s OBP was below .300 last year (I think he had something like 9 walks all season!), and now Mike C isn’t even giving him the A+/-4 rating. He’s slipping, and to give him $18 over 3 years is puzzling. I like Lugo for $7, but I’d have gone to 2 years or even 3 years to give him a chance to rebound from his career worst year. Hunter is overpaid at $26 in my opinion. I might have also given Rolen a 2 year deal, to see if he could have a healthy and productive year in the hitter’s park that is the Roger’s Centre.

Harden for $9 on a 1 year deal doesn’t make much sense. If you’re drafting Harden, it has to be on a multi year deal, as he doesn’t have many starts to help you this year. I’m guessing Kevin realized that $9 was too much for Rich to tie up for 2 or 3 years, so he’s cutting his losses, but it was still a draft day mistake. $17 is a lot to tie up in Joba, despite the hype and his success in the ‘pen last year. It’s like my comments with regard to Hughes/Bucholz: If Joba blossoms, the deal looks good, but there have been plenty of young pitchers who’ve flamed out despite the hype over the years. Despite a good back end of the bullpen, Kevin has some work to do to fill out his middle relief.

Best Value: Konerko for $3.

Worst Value: Harden for $9.
Best Contract:  Kotchman for 3 years at $4.

Worst Contract: Rodriguez for 3 years at $18.

The Verdict:

I give Kevin an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  Kevin made some smart picks on offense, and seemed to end up with several bargains on his roster (such as Konerko, Kotchman, Napoli, and Uggla). He’s built a balanced offense, filled with a good mix of power, speed, and on base ability. Kevin’s also got a pretty good rotation, and he’s got himself two jam relievers in Accardo and Nathan. Kevin’s grade is brought down by the lack of middle relief, and some questionable contracts. Still, I think Kevin’s built himself a possible playoff team for this season, and he’s got some good future potential as well.

Rocky Mountain Oysters (Coors Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	 Jerry Owens
	1
	1/3

	 Jose Lopez
	1
	1/3

	 Scott Hatteberg
	1
	1/2

	 Darrin Erstad
	1
	1/2

	 Kelly Shoppach
	1
	1/2

	 Miguel Olivo
	5
	1/2

	 Adam Everett
	1
	1/2

	 Derek Jeter
	41
	1/2

	 Dave Wright
	83
	1/1

	 Jimmy Rollins
	62
	1/1

	 Eric Byrnes
	42
	1/1

	 Tike Redman
	1
	1/1

	 Esteban German
	1
	1/1

	 Juan Encarnacion
	1
	1/1

	 Xavier Nady
	1
	1/1

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	 Rick Vanden Hurk
	1
	1/3

	 Jeff Suppan
	1
	1/3

	 Kevin Correia
	2
	1/3

	 Braden Looper
	1
	1/3

	 Andy Sonnanstine
	1
	1/3

	 Scott Olsen
	1
	1/3

	 Vincente Padilla
	1
	1/3

	 Joel Peralta
	1
	1/2

	 JJ Putz
	47
	1/1

	 Chad Durbin
	1
	1/1


Owner: Jon Buneta

Total Payroll: $300

Jon is the fourth computer team in the draft, so I’ll base my grade mostly on his contracts. As I write this, I’ve noticed that the website is missing Nady, and only has 7 2 year contracts, which means that a 1 year deal will have to be converted to a 2 year deal.

The Good:

Despite the AI, Jon’s offense shouldn’t be terrible. Jeter, Wright, Rollins, and Byrnes are his 4 high priced guys, and that’s a pretty decent top of the batting order. He’ll probably try to flip one of the shortstops for help elsewhere, or maybe start Jeter at DH, but either way it’s a good offensive core. Jon and/or the AI also got some good $1 guys as well, including Owens, Lopez (on a 3 year deal to boot), Hatteberg (a smart 2 year deal, because after this MLB season Votto will likely be the starter in Cincy), Shoppach, Everett (if only for his defense), Nady, and German (for his versatility and decent on base skills). Also, Jon was smart enough to put Wright, Rollins, and Byrnes on 1 year deals, so he retains some payroll flexibility next year.

On the pitching side of things, Jon’s got some nice $1 players to “compliment” his $47 closer, JJ Putz. Suppan is literally league average most years, but for $1, I’d take that. Looper, Sonnanstine, and Olsen look to be nice $1, 3 year deal players.

The Bad:

Literally the only contract on the entire team that I don’t like is Jeter at 2 years ($41). Maybe it was a numbers game and Jon didn’t have enough 1 year deals to go around, but still I’d have preferred to go 2 years on a guy like German before I went 2 years on Jeter at $41. Forgetting for a minute that the computer drafted this team, I’m predicting a rough year in Coors for that pitching staff.

Best Value: Hatteberg for $1.

Worst Value: Wright for $83.
Best Contract:  Lopez for 3 years at $1.

Worst Contract: Jeter for 2 years at $41.

The Verdict:

I give Jon an overall grade of A- for this draft.  Obviously the team itself warrants a much lower grade, but Jon clearly understands the strategy for assigning contracts, as he made all of his high priced talent 1 year deals (except Jeter, which as I noted above I disagree with).  His team should score some runs in Coors, but I suspect they will give up many, many more than they score. Jon shouldn’t care; with $238 coming off the books after this season, he’ll be a major player at next year’s draft, and should be a real contender for the championship in 2009.

Predictions

Below are my predictions of records and playoff seeds. The only thing I guarantee is that none of these predictions will come true:

	League 1
	
	League 2

	Division 1
	W
	L
	
	Division 3
	W
	L

	Jackson Park*
	95
	67
	
	St Louis*
	92
	70

	Sudbury*
	91
	71
	
	Granite City*
	87
	75

	Titletown
	89
	73
	
	Guadalajara
	69
	93

	Piedmont
	75
	87
	
	Motown
	65
	97

	Manhattan
	72
	90
	
	Columbus
	62
	100

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Division 2
	W
	L
	
	Division 4
	W
	L

	Edmonton*
	93
	69
	
	Garson*
	92
	70

	Inland*
	91
	71
	
	Los Anaheim*
	90
	72

	San Antonio
	88
	74
	
	OC Griswolds
	87
	75

	Texas
	86
	76
	
	Clearwater
	65
	97

	Arlington
	69
	93
	
	Rocky Mountain
	62
	100


*= Playoff team

It looks like League 1 will be the stronger of the two, considering that all 4 computer teams are in League 2. Specifically, 3 of those teams are in Division 3, which makes that the weakest division in the Beer League. I feel that Division 2 will be the strongest, with Edmonton, Inland, and San Antonio in a 3 way battle for the crown all year. Texas could also sneak up and make it a 4 way race. I couldn’t decide if OC or Granite City would have the better record, so I’m saying they’ll tie for the last wild card spot and Granite will win in a tie breaker.

