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Introduction

The second annual Beer League Baseball draft took place on February 21, 2009.  After nearly 5 hours of drafting, and many, many beers (hopefully nobody ended the draft looking like this guy), the 18 (or so) attending owners finally had teams to call their own.  After last year’s draft I did a draft report card, grading everyone’s picks, and I’ve decided to make it an annual thing, since I enjoy doing it and everyone seems to enjoy reading it. 
What I’ve done is copied each team’s draft results (for this year only) into the report card.  Then I evaluate each team’s draft based on a number of factors: Did this team overpay for anyone? Did they get good value picks? Did they make the right decision with the direction of their draft (ie attempt to contend vs rebuild)? Did they spend all their money? Did they apportion their money smartly (ie if a team with 3 third basemen spent 50 bucks on A-Roid, that wouldn’t make much sense). After I’ve discussed the draft, I came up with the best and worst values on the team.  Finally, after all that, I assign a grade and summarize my overall thoughts on the team.

I should say that all these grades and team breakdowns are only my opinions. I didn’t set out to do this to ruffle any feathers, or insult any owners, and if I do end up offending anybody with my grades, I apologize. I merely intend this to be a fun read, and something to get everyone psyched up for Opening Day. 

After all the teams are complete, I’ve tried to make a prediction of every team’s record this season.  Again, this is just my opinion, though I will say that some of my predictions from last year were pretty close to accurate.
With that said, I hope everyone enjoys this document and has a fun time reading it, and I welcome any complaints and arguments about my grades! Bring it on, and Play Ball!

Jackson Park Badgers (PNC Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Raul Ibanez
	17
	1/3

	Jeff Baker
	1
	1/3

	Scott Hairston
	3
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Kyle Lohse
	19
	1/3

	Gil Meche
	25
	1/3

	Randy Johnson
	17
	1/3

	Seth McClung
	6
	1/3

	Scott Downs
	5
	1/3

	Jim Johnson
	6
	1/3

	Mike Adams
	3
	1/3


Owner: Nate Feuerer

Total Payroll: $254, $33 left on the table

2008 Draft Grade: A
2009 Draft:
The Good:

Nate went heavy on pitching, and it was clear from the start that he’s trying to win this year.  I do like Meche at $25, I think he’ll be solid for the next few years. He took a big step forward last season in the second half and is generally underrated.  Johnson is a cheap JAM at $17 though I worry about his splits (righties hammer the long ball off of him) and his age.  Johnson, Downs, and Adams form a good bullpen to get ball games to Soria; I especially like the Adams pick at $5, he has a very good card.  Not much to say about Nate’s hitters.  Ibanez is his big bat in the draft, and $17 seems about right, though Nate might be paying for a career season.  Moving to a hitter’s park in Philly will help Raul though, so he may keep it going for the length of his BLB commitment.
The Bad:
Looking at these guys long term, instead of just this year, I’m not as enthused.  Lohse is coming off of a career year and is doubtful to be worth $19 this time next year (though he is a nice bargain for this season compared to how much guys paid for starts later in the auction).  Johnson kinda came out of nowhere in Baltimore and again is another candidate to have a let down this season, making him overpaid next year.  McClung at $6 I don’t understand; if Nate needed the innings, there were cheaper guys to be had, and if McClung is a sleeper, he’s a bit pricey at $6.  I do have my doubts about Ibanez; I think he’ll be entering his decline shortly.  Nate also left a lot of cash on the table ($33) which suggests poor planning.
Best Value: Adams at $3
Worst Value: McClung at $6
The Verdict:

I give Nate an overall grade of A- for this draft.  Nate picked some very good guys to win this year, and obviously that was his strategy, so props for that.  But Nate may find himself looking at some overpriced veterans this time next year, which slightly brings his grade down (not much since Nate was obviously thinking about this year only).  The McClung pick and the fact that Nate left cash on the table are the only things keeping him from an A.
Manhattan 24 Horsemen (Yankee Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Hanley Ramirez
	54
	1/3

	Chris Coste 
	4
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Ricky Nolasco
	36
	1/3

	Taylor Buchholz
	9
	1/3

	Cha Seung Baek
	5
	1/3

	Sean Marshall
	4
	1/3

	Zach Miner
	1
	1/3

	Ryan Rowland Smith
	2
	1/3

	Radhames Liz
	1
	1/3

	Edwar Ramirez
	3
	1/3


Owner: Ron Erdmann

Total Payroll: $288, $7 left on the table

2008 Draft Grade: B
The Good:

Ron, like Nate, went heavy on the pitching after he got his prize hitter (more on that later).  I like Nolasco, I don’t think he’s a fluke; however, I think he might be a tad overpriced at $36.  Generally I don’t prefer to invest huge sums of money in pitchers because they seem to carry a greater injury risk than hitters.  Just my own philosophy.  Anyway, Marshall is a good sleeper pick at $4, and Buchholz has a very nice relief card and seems priced about right. Ramirez, Smith and Miner round out a budget bullpen that isn’t great, but isn’t terrible.  It’s the kind of bullpen I prefer to build, rather than spending big sums of money on middle relievers: spend alot on a closer, a decent amount on a rock solid setup guy, then find some cheap middle relievers for a few bucks.  Most of the time if you have good enough starters, they will go between 6 and 7 innings anyway and then your set up guy and your closer come into the game, negating the need for pricey middle options.  I also like the Liz pick; he’s a power arm and could break out at any time, and for a dollar that’s a gamble worth taking.
The Bad:
I totally understand why Ron shelled out for Hanley; hell, I’m not even sure it’s such a bad idea.  Hanley is young, has a clean injury history, is showing improved defense, and is easily the best SS in the game and a perennial MVP candidate.  So why am I saying all of this in the “bad” section? Well, I just can’t get behind spending over 1/6 of your payroll on one player.  There is a lot of potential for Hanley’s contract to become an albatross.  What if he gets hurt on opening day and is lost for the season? What if his defense regresses and Mike C gives him an F? What if his performance slips? Too much risk for my blood.  Other than Ramirez I don’t really have any issues with Ron’s picks.
Best Value: Tough to decide, but I’ll take Marshall for $4.

Worst Value: Obvious choice is Hanley Ramirez at $54.
The Verdict:

I give Ron an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  He got himself an ace entering his prime for only a slight overpay (which is probably due to how shallow the starting pitching market was in the auction), and he built a bullpen filled with potential sleepers for relatively cheap.  He loses points for how much he spent on Hanley, though as long as Hanley stays healthy and productive I don’t think Ron will really care what I think of the signing!
Nickel Centre Wolf Pack (Shea Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Brian McCann
	27
	1/3

	Alex Rodriguez
	46
	1/3

	Mark Loretta
	1
	1/3

	Fernando Tatis
	2
	1/3

	Brandon Boggs
	1
	1/3

	Brandon Jones
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Justin Masterson
	10
	1/3

	Greg Smith
	10
	1/3

	Brian Wilson
	3
	1/3

	Dontrelle Willis
	1
	1/3

	Damaso Marte
	2
	1/3

	Alfredo Aceves
	1
	1/3

	Brian Tallet
	2
	1/3


Owner: Nicholas Stock
Total Payroll: $300, $0 left on the table
The Good:

Nick snatched up the best available catcher without much of an overpay (maybe a few bucks but nothing unreasonable).  Tatis was a nice pick for only 2 bucks as he has a nice part time card.  Masterson is priced about right at $10; maybe a bit overpriced for this year but good to lock him up as a future starter sleeper.  Marte and Tallet at $2 each represent very good value.  I don’t like the price on A-Roid, but he is a pretty safe bet to be an elite player for the length of the contract.

The Bad:
As I mentioned I’m not a fan of the price paid for A-Roid.  Smith is probably gonna get destroyed in Coors this MLB season, and will likely be overpayed next year at $10.  Wilson’s only virtues this past year were his saves as he had a terrible season otherwise; $3 isn’t bad I guess, but it only makes sense if you’re hoping Wilson has a bounce back year and has a chance at being a JAM closer next year.  Willis is a wasted pick to me; I think he’s completely done.
Best Value: Fernando Tatis for $2.

Worst Value: A-Roid at $46, by default I guess.

The Verdict:

When it comes down to it, I like Nick’s draft on the whole, and give him a grade of B+.  He shored up his catching, which is always a scarce position, snagged a top 3 3rd baseman (albeit for a hefty sum), and got a few bargain players for cheap.  He didn’t really add much young talent aside from Masterson, but the moves he made will make his team stronger this season and a contender for a playoff spot.
Sudbury Northern Ales (Skydome)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Evan Longoria
	40
	1/3

	Xavier Nady
	18
	1/3

	Dusty Ryan
	1
	1/3

	Matt Joyce
	2
	1/3

	Maicer Izturis
	3
	1/3

	Ramon Santiago
	1
	1/3

	Alexi Casilla
	2
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Matt Thornton
	7
	1/3

	Eric Stults
	1
	1/3

	Chris Carpenter
	1
	1/3

	Matt Lindstrom
	2
	1/3

	Darren Oliver
	1
	1/3

	Robinson Tejeda
	3
	1/3


Owner: Mike Stockhaus

Total Payroll: $280, $2 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: B+
The Good:

Mike went with a balanced approach, drafting 7 hitters and 6 pitchers. His rotation is set so he focused his pitchers on bullpen guys, and he drafted an entire bullpen (pretty much) for $15 bucks.  If he is trying to contend I think he should have ponied up for a legitimate closer (a Rivera or Wood), but he’s got a deep middle relief and that should be good enough to get games to whoever he designates as a closer of this group. Carpenter is an interesting sleeper, low risk high reward type signing.

On offense, I love the Joyce signing, he’s got a good card this year and will get playing time in Tampa which should make him valuable for next BLB season.  Casilla is another smart signing.  Locking up Longoria for the next 3 years (at least) is nothing to complain about either.

The Bad:
Maybe I’m wrong and maybe I don’t have a sense of the market values of these superstars, but again I feel like $40 is a bit more than I would want to pay for Longoria. I like this deal better than the Hanley and A-Roid ones though. Just my general philosophy is to build a balanced team and spread the wealth around so you aren’t left scrambling in case of injury or severe slump.  I don’t like the Nady deal at all; last year was a career year for him and now he’s in a playing time battle in New York. Also, up until last year he was usually just a lefty killer, and he’s a good bet to revert to that in the future. The Dusty Ryan signing seems wasted as he doesn’t have many at bats this year and is behind Laird and Treanor on Detroit’s catching depth chart this spring.
Best Value: Joyce for $2.

Worst Value: Nady at $18.

The Verdict:

I give Mike an overall grade of B for this draft.  Mike built.a deep and solid bullpen on the cheap, and he locked up some good role players for very little. His one big splash is arguably the best young position player in the game today, so I can’t argue with that, even if he spent a bit more than I personally can stomach.  On the downside I don’t like the Nady contract, and the Ryan deal seems like a waste of a roster spot.
Titletown Corporate Raiders (Miller Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Willy Aybar
	10
	1/3

	Paul Bako
	1
	1/3

	Scott Rolen
	6
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Gavin Floyd
	25
	1/3

	Jason Marquis
	6
	1/3

	Huston Street
	9
	1/3

	Anibal Sanchez
	5
	1/3

	Leo Nunez
	2
	1/3

	Jenson Lewis
	5
	1/3

	Sergio Romo
	6
	1/3


Owner: Craig Paprocki

Total Payroll: $281, $18 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: B+
The Good:

Nunez has a very nice relief card for only 2 bucks, and he moves to Florida this MLB season which is a better situation than he had in KC in terms of opportunity to close and his home park.  Based on the year he had last season, Floyd is probably priced about right at $25, and he gives Craig some much needed starts after the injury plagued seasons of Bonderman, Wainwright, and Young have left his star studded rotation depleted.  If Street returns to form in Colorado and stays healthy, he’ll be a bargain at $9.  Anibal Sanchez could be a nice sleeper if he is over his shoulder woes. Bako was a nice source of at bats for a buck as a backup catcher. Rolen will easily be worth $6 every year for his defense and solid OBP alone, and the power he showed in Philly and St Louis may just return if he can keep his shoulders healthy.
The Bad:
I’m not a big Floyd fan, he’s a fly ball pitcher pitching in one of the most homer friendly parks in the MLB (US Cellular). Plus, Miller Park (where Craig plays) isn’t exactly a huge pitcher’s park.  Marquis + Coors = a potential for an ERA over 5 next year.  The same could be said about Street; I know Fuentes closed in Coors successfully for many years, but before him can you name a successful Colorado closer? Street is a risk, though as I mentioned above he could pay dividends.  I don’t get the Romo pick for $6; sure he has a nice card but it’s only for 34 innings.  $10 for Aybar seems high as he only has about half a season of at bats, and his card is just ok.  He might be pressed for playing time with all of Tampa’s OF acquisitions this winter.  Two more points I’d like to make: One, with all of Craig’s injuries to his rotation, it seems as though he may have been better served to stock up on talent to help him make a serious run next BLB season.  Secondly, Craig left $18 on the table which certainly could have been used to get another piece for a run this year (if that was indeed Craig’s goal), or it could have been used to pick up a good young player for next season.
Best Value: Rolen for $6.

Worst Value: Romo at $6.

The Verdict:

I give Craig an overall grade of C+ for this draft.  I’m just not a big fan of some of the prices he paid for the players he got, and I disagree with his (apparent) strategy of making a run this year.  I know Craig is a smart dude from my experiences with him in the EJMA as well as this league, so if I’m missing something, I’m sure he’ll let me know.
Arlington Cowboys (Ballpark in Arlington)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Ichiro Suzuki
	36
	1/3

	Michael Young
	26
	1/3

	Chris Davis
	18
	1/3

	Nelson Cruz
	7
	1/3

	Taylor Teagarden
	8
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Cory Wade
	12
	1/3

	Josh Johnson
	16
	1/3


Owner: Brad Pike

Total Payroll: $264, $30 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: C+
The Good:

I like the Teagarden pick, both the dollars and the player. Obviously $8 is too much for this year but if Taylor beats out Salty and Ramirez for the starting job, he’ll be a bargain in future years.  Davis is an interesting pick; by all accounts I’ve read, this guy seems like a lock to hit .260 with 40 HR power, which is definitely worth the $18 Brad spent on him.  Just like with all young players there is a risk involved, but the potential upside is huge.  Cruz is another interesting gamble, a moderate risk ($7 isn’t exactly cheap) but high reward play that I kinda like; it’s these kind of contracts that you need to have go right in order to be successful in these kind of leagues.

The Bad:

It seems like Brad was playing to win this year, but looking at his team (specifically his rotation) I’m not sure that was the way to go.  Ichiro at $36 on a one year deal makes sense, but I’m afraid it looks like he’s entering his decline phase. He never hit for much power anyway, but last year his slugging fell below .400 for the first time in his career. If he doesn’t qualify in CF next year (he’s penciled into the lineup in RF), his value takes an even bigger hit, as the offensive bar is set higher in RF than in CF.  Young at $26 is inexcusable; he’s a singles hitting bad defensive SS that is now moving to 3B, a position where his offense will be even worse compared to his peers.  He also appears to be entering his decline years.  Josh Johnson at $16 is a bit much considering the injury risk, though if he’s fully back from his elbow surgery he is definitely worth that amount. I like the player just not the dollars.  Cory Wade at $12 on a contender makes sense since his card is pretty nice, but as I mentioned above I think Brad should have tried to build for the future here.  He also left $30 on the table which is an auction no-no.
Best Value: Teagarden for $8.

Worst Value: Young for $26 (at least with Ichiro he is likely to always get A defense)
The Verdict:

I give Brad an overall grade of C- for this draft.  I just didn’t like the direction he took and I think he missed out on an opportunity to snag some young talent and help the retooling effort for future seasons.  Teagarden and Cruz are nice sleeper picks, but aside from that I think he overpaid for the talent he got, and some of those guys may look like albatross contracts a year from now.
Edmonton Trappers (Pro Player Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Jason Bay
	21
	1/3

	Benjie Molina
	17
	1/3

	Lyle Overbay
	4
	1/3

	Joe Inglett
	7
	1/3

	Shin Soo Choo
	11
	1/3

	Travis Snider
	6
	1/3

	Rickie Weeks
	3
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Max Scherzer
	10
	1/3

	Aaron Cook
	21
	1/3

	Tim Redding
	9
	1/3

	David Purcey
	6
	1/3

	Kyle Davies
	6
	1/3

	Brad Penny
	2
	1/3


Owner: Mike Jackson

Total Payroll: $293, $2 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: A-
The Good:

Well I went into this draft with a goal of competing in 2010, so that’s how I’m judging myself here. On that front, there is a lot to like.  Snider at $6 makes me very happy, as does Scherzer at $10 (and he’s my closer this year which helps).  Purcey and Davies at $6 each isn’t terrible and both have upside.  Penny is an interesting sleeper at $2 and he gives me ‘pen innings this year.  Weeks still has some upside and for $3 he could be a steal.  Choo set the world on fire in the second half last year, and though he is a risk, the reward could be high if he keeps that pace up for a full season.  Overbay at $4 was a nice pickup I thought, as he’s a good platoon guy against RHP with good defense.  Bay was a guy I targeted and he should be ok for the next few years at $21.
The Bad:

I strayed away from my strategy at times, getting caught up with trying to get guys who are good for this year.  Inglett at $7 isn’t bad for this season but he’s unlikely to be worth that much next year if Aaron Hill is healthy.  I may have reached a bit for Choo as I mentioned above.  I completely went off board and grabbed Molina at $17; I wouldn’t call it a mistake as I think $17 is about right, but he’s an aging overweight catcher who I’m thinking will likely enter his decline phase in the next few years. He’s definitely a trade candidate.  Cook and Redding I overpaid for in order to get starts for this year; nothing I could do about that, but I wish I spent more early in the draft on some of the young pitching out there, like Volquez or Cueto or even Lackey (not young but proven and in his prime).  I also ignored bullpen, which some may see as a bad thing though it was part of my strategy so that I could spend the most amount of money on starters and position players.
Best Value: Snider for $6.

Worst Value: Redding for $9.
The Verdict:

I give myself an overall grade of B+ for this draft.  While I did occasionally stray away from my plan, I still came out of the draft with some solid talent for this year and next year.  I really like my offense this year and my team as a whole has potential to be a contender in 2010, which is what I wanted.
Inland Evil Empires (Minute Maid Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Carlos Delgado
	25
	1/3

	Clint Barmes
	15
	1/3

	Magglio Ordonez
	17
	1/3

	Mike Aviles
	18
	1/3

	John Baker
	6
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Ted Lilly
	22
	1/3

	Scott Shields
	8
	1/3

	Glen Perkins
	9
	1/3

	Ryan Madson
	5
	1/3


Owner: Dan Herman
Total Payroll: $290, $10 left on the table
The Good:

I don’t remember what picks the computer made and what picks Dan made, so I’m going to grade this draft as though Dan was there the whole time.  I like the Baker pick, he’s a nice sleeper at catcher and has a few hundred at bats for this year as a bonus.  Lilly at $22 seems like a minor bargain considering how well he has pitched in Chicago the last few seasons.  Perkins has some upside at 25, if he can keep the long ball under control. Madson is a great bullpen pick at only $5.  Ordonez is a nice pickup for this season at $17, though he is a risk to start declining as he advances into his late 30’s.  
The Bad:

Like other people I mentioned above, I think Dan would have been well served to try to focus on rebuilding for next year, and some of his picks don’t make sense in that regard.  I know the computer chose Delgado (first player chosen in the 2009 BLB draft!), but I know Dan will come to regret the $25 contract after this year.  For this year I’d say Delgado is worth that, but he is aging and will probably start to decline as early as this MLB season.  I think Dan way overpaid for Aviles and Barmes; in Aviles’ case, this guy came out of nowhere and is a candidate for regression, and in Barmes’ case, this is a guy who has put up several abysmal offensive seasons before having a half decent year last year.  Dan may come to regret his $33 middle infield this time next season.  Scot Shields at $8 is a pick I don’t like either, mainly due to the fact he’s a middle reliever who has put a lot of innings on his arm.   
Best Value: Lilly for $22.

Worst Value: Shields for $8.

The Verdict:

I give Dan (and the computer) an overall grade of B- for this draft.  There are some good players in there, no question, but I think Dan should have focused more on some young talent to build around.  He got some good value for guys like Lilly, Baker, and Madson, but overspent on guys like Aviles, Barmes, and Shields. 

San Antonio Tejenos (Dodger Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Gary Sheffield
	1
	1/3

	Casey Blake
	12
	1/3

	Juan Pierre
	6
	1/3

	Jose Guillen
	7
	1/3

	Ben Francisco
	7
	1/3

	Erick Aybar
	7
	1/3

	Eric Bruntlett
	1
	1/3

	Kendry Morales
	1
	1/3

	Greg Dobbs
	1
	1/3

	Gabe Gross
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Jeremy Sowers
	1
	1/3


Owner: Christian Sumner

Total Payroll: $293, $0 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: C+
The Good:

Sumner’s rotation was pretty much set going in, so he focused on hitters only, and I have to tell you, I like the guys Sumner picked up.  Sheffield looked done last season, but for a dollar he’s a nice gamble and some decent at bats for this year.  Blake fills Sumner’s 3B hole and he had himself a solid season, so $12 seems about right.  Guillen never met a pitch he didn’t like to swing at (his OBP was .300 last year, ick), but he is a clutch and has a lot of doubles on his card. Aybar is only 24 and the starting SS in LA this year, so he’s a solid pick at $7.  Morales is a deep sleeper for a buck, as he looks to have the leg up on the 1B competition for the Angels.  Dobbs and Gross are nice bench players for a dollar.  Sumner only had $46 going in and he did an awesome job of maximizing his returns for that amount.
The Bad:

I don’t really have much bad to say about Sumner’s draft. Sowers sucks, but he’s only Sumner’s 6th starter and he’s only a buck, so no big downside there.  Pierre is always overrated since he sucks at getting on base and can’t throw worth a damn, but his speed (a 10) and hit and run capability play well in DLB if used properly.  $6 is a bit much, but I’m just quibbling here.
Best Value: I like Dobbs for $1, he’s got a real nice card vs RHP.
Worst Value: Pierre for $6.
The Verdict:

I give Christian an overall grade of A for this draft.  Really, what isn’t to like? This is an example of an owner going into the draft with a plan.  Sumner knew what holes he needed to fill, and how much money he had, and he was patient and waited for good values to fill out his bench spots.  With his rotation and his patchwork (but decent) lineup, he’s got a shot at a playoff spot. Well done.
Texas Snow Monkeys (Jacobs Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Jay Bruce
	27
	1/3

	Chris Dickerson
	3
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Chris Perez
	15
	1/3

	James Shields
	32
	1/3

	Hong-Chih Kuo
	16
	1/3

	Joe Blanton
	22
	1/3


Owner: Jon Barnes

Total Payroll: $292, $3 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: B-
I know Jon didn’t make it to much of the auction, but just like with Dan and the computer drafting, I’m going to grade this team just as though Jon was the one making the picks.

The Good:

Well I do like the Bruce signing even at $27; he looks like a future stud. Dickerson only has to beat out the likes of Willy Tavares and Norris Hopper to win playing time in Cincy’s outfield, and as such is a nice sleeper at $3.  Shields at $32 is the exact kind of signing I was wishing I made after the draft.  Shields has been rock solid the last few years and is a good bet to return solid value for the length of his BLB contract.

The Bad:

Texas is another team I could have seen attempting a rebuild.  Carmona and Vazquez both had down years so it maybe have been better for Jon to build for 2010.  Aside from that, Chris Perez at $15 is a gamble; if he turns into a top closer he will be a bargain, but if he remains a middle relief option, he’ll be overpaid.  Ditto for Kuo at $16.
Best Value: Dickerson for $3.

Worst Value: Kuo for $16.
The Verdict:

I give Jon an overall grade of B for this draft.  He did pick up some young talent (Bruce, Dickerson, Perez) and balanced it with veterans (Shields, Blanton). Overpays on Kuo and Perez are balanced out by getting a good deal on Dickerson and paying reasonable market value on Bruce and Shields.  Overall it averages out to just a solid, unspectacular draft.
St Pauli Shooting Stars (Metrodome)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Prince Fielder
	30
	1/3

	Denard Span
	15
	1/3

	Rod Barajas
	7
	1/3

	Coco Crisp
	8
	1/3

	Jason Bartlett
	8
	1/3

	Jerry Hairston
	6
	1/3

	Gregg Zaun
	4
	1/3

	Michael Cuddyer
	2
	1/3

	Jody Gerut
	5
	1/3

	Henry Blanco
	1
	1/3

	David Eckstein
	1
	1/3

	Nick Punto
	2
	1/3

	Gabe Kapler
	10
	1/3

	Blake Dewitt
	11
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Mariano Rivera
	25
	1/3

	Johnny Cueto
	20
	1/3

	Edinson Volquez
	28
	1/3

	Rich Harden
	26
	1/3

	Joel Pineiro
	4
	1/3

	Jamey Moyer
	12
	1/3

	Hideki Okajima
	7
	1/3

	Aaron Laffey
	7
	1/3

	Craig Breslow
	6
	1/3

	Joe Nelson
	4
	1/3

	Jason Grilli
	1
	1/3


Owner: Tim Chase
Total Payroll: $250, $50 left on the table
The Good:

It seems, based on his choices, that Tim decided to build a team to win this year (which is a decision I agree with).  Based on this I think he struck a nice balance between spending a ton on superstars (Fielder is his highest paid guy at $30) while still investing in some elite talent.  Fielder at 30 for the next 3 years is about right; remember the guy is still quite young (24 I believe). Span provides good defense and on base skills, though the price might be a bit high unless he repeats his performance next year. Tim invested in other role player types (Gerut, Kapler, Dewitt, etc) to construct his offense on the cheap while he focused on pitching.
Tim must have a lifetime supply of Rolaids, because with a staff of Harden, Volquez, and Cueto (the latter two trying to avoid becoming Prior and Wood, V2.0), he’s gonna need it!  That said, Harden and Volquez are a very impressive 1-2 punch for this year for a total of only $44.  Cueto at $20 will turn out to be a bargain if he can stay healthy (a big IF with Dusty Baker running things in Cincy).  Getting Rivera, who had one of the best relief seasons ever last year, for $25 is a minor bargain in my opinion.  Okajima, Breslow, Nelson, and Grilli are a perfectly acceptable bullpen.
The Bad:

Tim’s offense will not scare anyone, that’s for sure. An infield of Barajas, Prince, Dewitt, Bartlett, and Punto doesn’t have much power, nor does an outfield of Span, Crisp, Cuddyer/Kapler. I think he should have maybe spent the $20 he spent on Cueto (or the $50 he left on the table) and put that toward finding another impact bat, if he really wanted to go all in for this year.  As far as overpaying for guys, I have a few quibbles, but they are minor: Span I mentioned above, Kapler is definitely overpaid, as is Dewitt now that Hudson signed with LA.
Best Value: Surprisingly, it’s Rivera for $25.

Worst Value: Kapler for $10.
The Verdict:

I give Tim an overall grade of B for this draft.  I like the way Tim limited his risk by not investing a huge percentage of his payroll on any one player; however I feel he was a bit conservative early on in spending and as a result he overpaid for a few guys at the end of the draft and still had $50 to spend.  If Tim can make a few deals during the year to shore up his offense, I think he has enough pitching to at least make the playoffs, despite the tough division he plays in.
Granite City Gangsters (Camden Yards)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Jason Kubel
	5
	1/3

	Nick Hundley
	2
	1/3

	Matt Diaz
	1
	1/3

	Caesar Izturis
	3
	1/3

	Ben Zobrist
	1
	1/3

	Nate Schierholz
	1
	1/3

	Fernando Perez
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Jorge de la Rosa
	2
	1/3

	Scott Feldman
	1
	1/3

	Jo Jo Reyes
	1
	1/3

	Jeremy Affeldt
	1
	1/3

	Jesse Crain
	1
	1/3


Owner: Ron Wright

Total Payroll: $296, $1 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: B+
The Good:

Well Ron didn’t have a ton to spend, so he spent most of his dollars filling holes.  He got some nice sleeper picks though, such as Jason Kubel at $5, Ben Zobrist/Fernando Perez at $1 each (at least one of them is likely to earn playing time in Tampa), Caesar Izturis at $3 (starting SS in Baltimore, always has good defense), and Nick Hundley at $2 (starting catcher in San Diego; not much of a bat but at least the at bats should be there for Ron next year).  Getting Affeldt and Crain for a buck each is a steal as both have solid relief cards.
The Bad:

I don’t really have anything bad to say about Ron’s draft. It is what it is; he only had $21 to spend and spent $20 of it patching holes and still managing to get a few sleeper types for next year.
Best Value: Tie, Crain and Affeldt for $1.

Worst Value: Nobody really, but if I have to chose I’ll say de la Rosa for $2.
The Verdict:

I give Ron an overall grade of A- for this draft.  I can’t really justify an A or A+ for a guy who only spent $20, but how can I not reward some of the values Ron got? He stretched out the few dollars he had very nicely.
Guadalajara Grand Sportsmen (US Cellular Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Felipe Lopez
	12
	1/3

	Adam Lind
	8
	1/3

	Max Ramirez
	4
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Kerry Wood
	21
	1/3

	Clayton Kershaw
	28
	1/3

	Jeff Samardzija
	9
	1/3

	Grant Balfour
	14
	1/3

	Kyle McClellan
	1
	1/3


Owner: Steve Bay

Total Payroll: $278, $21 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: C
The Good:

So it looks like Steve has made the decision to try to win this year, though he has picked up a few guys for the future as well.  I think he could manage to slip into the playoffs as he’s got a decent rotation and enough offense.  Anyway, I like Lind at $8, that’s a solid player to get for under $10.  If you’re trying to win this year, Wood is a good pick at $21, though I worry about his long term prospects.  Ditto for Balfour at $14 (I can almost guarantee he’ll either be a buyout or a bad contract this time next year).  Kershaw will help for this year and by all accounts he is a lock to be an ace type pitcher as early as the 2010 MLB season, so $28 may turn out to be ok.
The Bad:

Steve’s another guy who left a lot of money on the table that could have been used to buy a pretty good player for a playoff run.  I don’t like Lopez at $12, the guy has had basically one or two decent years and everyone overrates him. Ramirez needs to find playing time or else he’ll be in the minors behind Salty and Teagarden.  As mentioned above Wood and Balfour are risky propositions long term.  I’m not a big Samardzija fan, I think he’s a reliever long term, and relievers (unless they are closers or among the best setup guys in the game) are rarely worth $9.
Best Value: Lind for $8.

Worst Value: Lopez for $12.
The Verdict:

I give Steve an overall grade of B- for this draft.  He picked up some guys that can help this year, but I think he should have either went all in and drafted good cards to try to make the playoffs, or gone with a total rebuild. Being stuck in the middle like he played the draft means you can’t commit in either direction and often means you just slip into the playoffs each year without really being a serious contender.

Motown Temptations (Comerica Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	David Wright
	43
	1/3

	Alex Gordon
	21
	1/3

	Alfonso Soriano
	31
	1/3

	Russell Branyan
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	JP Howell
	8
	1/3

	Jesse Carlson
	6
	1/3

	Frank Francisco
	11
	1/3

	John Lackey
	25
	1/3


Owner: Doug Becker
Total Payroll: $295, $4 left on the table
The Good:

Doug seems to be going for broke this year, and looking at his team I’d say it’s probably the right call.  Wright is a nice player for this year’s run, though $43 is a lot to pay for one player, he’ll help this year.  Gordon at $21 could end up being a steal, despite the “mistake” that Doug said he made trying to bid him up, I think he’ll be happy he got him. Howell and Carslon both have very nice cards and are reasonably priced, at least for this year.  Lackey is a steal at $25, I wish I paid the extra few bucks and got Lackey over Cook.
The Bad:

Soriano is a good pick for this year but he’s overpaid at $31 long term, in my opinion.  Francisco does have a nice card, but $11 seems like an overpay.  The argument could be made that Doug’s mistake on Gordon cost him $21 that he could have invested on a better player for his playoff drive this year. 

Best Value: Lackey for $25.

Worst Value: Francisco for $11.
The Verdict:

I give Doug an overall grade of B+ for this draft. I don’t have many issues with the guys he got, and he seems to be set up well for a playoff run this season.  

St Louis Arch Rivals (Busch Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Curtis Granderson
	26
	1/3

	Omar Infante
	1
	1/3

	Daniel Murphy
	1
	1/3

	Travis Hafner
	1
	1/3

	Carlos Gonzalez
	3
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Chris Volstad
	15
	1/3

	Jon Rauch
	4
	1/3

	Mike Lincoln
	1
	1/3

	Clayton Richard
	1
	1/3


Owner: Brian Feig

Total Payroll: $299, $1 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: B+
The Good:

I like Granderson at $26 a lot. I wanted Curtis but my budget for a CF was about $23-$25, and I dropped out when I didn’t win him at $25. That’s not to say that $26 is a bad deal, just that I had a lot of holes and I needed to spread my cash around.  Hafner is a great sleeper choice at $1; I doubt he’ll come all the way back to be what he used to be, but if he can hit something like .270/.380/.490 in 500 plate appearances, Brian will be happy.  Carlos Gonzalez is an excellent pickup at just $3. He’s in Coors now and should get playing time, and he got A range in the outfield for this year.  Rauch is a good pick at $4 if you can stomach the deep drives.
The Bad:

I don’t like Volstad at $15, I think Brian overpaid here. I could be proven wrong if Volstad breaks out, but like all young players (especially pitchers), there is some risk here.  Clayton Richard gives Brian some starts I guess, but from what I’ve read his upside is that of a 5th starter type.
Best Value: Gonzalez for $3.

Worst Value: Volstad for $15.
The Verdict:

I give Brian an overall grade of A- for this draft.  I like most of his picks and I think he’s got some good sleepers for next season, all while filling his holes for this year.
Clearwater Hooting Owls (Petco Park)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Jed Lowrie
	10
	1/3

	Jeff Mathis
	6
	1/3

	Alexei Ramirez
	19
	1/3

	Ian Stewart
	2
	1/3

	Miguel Montero
	2
	1/3

	Brandon Wood
	1
	1/3

	Wilson Betemit
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Trevor Hoffman
	4
	1/3

	Miguel Batista
	1
	1/3

	Chan Ho Park
	1
	1/3

	Ramon Ramirez
	1
	1/3

	Jeff Bennett
	1
	1/3

	Joe Smith
	1
	1/3

	Mark Hendrickson
	1
	1/3


Owner: Howard Cake

Total Payroll: $272, $0 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: B
The Good:

Howard seems to have decided (rightly so) that he won’t be contending this year, and he’s made some nice picks for the future. Lowrie should turn out to be a solid investment at $10; Mathis is a good pick at $6 who should see plenty of time behind the plate with the Angels; Wood and Stewart are interesting “fallen” prospects who may just get a chance to re-establish themselves this season.  Montero has been rumoured to be dealt (to Boston, specifically) so if Arizona deals him into a situation where he’ll be the undisputed #1 catcher, he could be a sleeper pick as well.

The Bad:

Howard went into the draft with Bedard as his only pitcher, and he didn’t really do much to help himself out there. A rotation of Bedard (only 15 starts), Batista, Hendrickson, plus minors guys might end up being the worst in the league. That in and of itself isn’t a big deal if you aren’t trying to win, but NONE of the pitchers Howard picked offer much hope for the future. I think he should have tried to invest in at least one future ace type, maybe a Kershaw or a Cueto. I know he didn’t have much money to spend, but he should have tried to fit that in.  The only offensive contract I don’t really like is Alexei at $19; I think his free swinging ways will catch up to him this season as pitchers realize they only have to get the ball in the general area of the plate and he’ll hack at it. I really hope I’m wrong though (since I have Alexei in the EJMA).
Best Value: Stewart for $2.

Worst Value: Alexei for $19 (I think $19 is a fair price for Alexei’s card this year, I just have fears he’ll end up being a bust next year).
The Verdict:

I give Howard an overall grade of B for this draft.  He picked up some good young offensive talent for cheap and filled his lineup with some interesting sleeper picks. He loses points for completely ignoring pitching and for not even selecting some high upside relievers with his late draft picks.
Garson Ehs (Oakland Alameda)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Jorge Cantu
	16
	1/3

	Pablo Sandoval
	8
	1/3

	Marco Scutaro
	6
	1/3

	Martin Prado
	1
	1/3

	Ryan Hanigan
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Chad Guadin
	2
	1/3

	Jorge Campillo
	14
	1/3

	John Smoltz
	1
	1/3

	Matt Albers
	1
	1/3

	Brian Bruney
	1
	1/3


Owner: Doug Anness

Total Payroll: $298, $1 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: A-
The Good:

Doug appears to be making a run for it this year; with his team, I could go either way. He’s had some injuries to his rotation, but he’s got some good hitters and a good enough front end of the rotation to at least make things interesting.  Anyway, Cantu at $16 is a good pickup for this season, as is Scutaro for $6.  Campillo is a nice mid rotation guy for $14, though I have doubts if he’ll repeat.  Smoltz is a nice sleeper pick at a buck.  Albers and Bruney are solid middle guys for a dollar each to get games to Wagner.
The Bad:

As I mentioned I have doubts about Campillo’s long term potential.  Ditto for Cantu, as he’s only really had two good offensive seasons and now he has Dallas McPherson nipping at his heels in Florida; if he struggles to start the year it’s conceivable that Florida won’t be patient with him.  Sandoval seems a bit high at $8 considering he won’t be catching in San Francisco (Molina will hand the job to Posey when Buster is ready).
Best Value: Scutaro for $6.

Worst Value: Sandoval for $8.
The Verdict:

I give Doug an overall grade of B- for the draft.  I’m just not terribly excited about any of his picks, and he didn’t pick up any elite guys to help for this year. Granted he didn’t have a lot of money to spend, and he did fill some holes with his picks (Guadin, Campillo, Albers, Bruney for example), which earns him the B-.
Los Anaheim Racers (Edison Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Josh Anderson
	2
	1/3

	Ronny Paulino
	1
	1/3

	Emmanuel Burriss
	1
	1/3

	Ronny Cedeno
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Troy Percival
	4
	1/3

	Nate Robertson
	1
	1/3

	Jason Hammel
	1
	1/3

	DJ Carrasco
	1
	1/3


Owner: Chris Minton

Total Payroll: $250, $0 left on the table
2008 Draft Grade: B+
The Good:

Well Chris didn’t have much to spend, so it’s hard to grade him. I love the Cedeno pick as I think he could be a late blooming prospect type who will benefit from the change of scenery if an injury hits and he’s given a chance.  Robertson gives Chris some starts and is an interesting sleeper (remember the guy was a JAM just a few years ago).

The Bad:

I can’t understand why Chris would spend $4 on Percival; there were better arms available towards the end of the draft for cheaper than that.  His other picks are just filling needs so it’s tough to really complain one way or another.

Best Value: Cedeno for $1.

Worst Value: Percival for $4.
The Verdict:

I give Chris an overall grade of C+ for this draft.  It’s tough to really say much when Chris only had $15 to spend on 8 players. I like the Cedeno and Robertson signings, don’t like the Percival pick, and the rest are kinda just… there.
Chicago Black Sox (Wrigley Field)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Ryan Howard
	33
	1/3

	Jorge Posada
	5
	1/3

	Derek Jeter
	17
	1/3

	Carl Crawford
	26
	1/3

	Adam Kennedy
	1
	1/3

	Julio Lugo
	1
	1/3

	Craig Counsell
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Jose Arrendondo
	14
	1/3

	Scott Schoenweis
	1
	1/3

	Fernando Rodney
	1
	1/3


Owner: Scott Reinke
Total Payroll: $300, $0 left on the table.
I’m not going to grade Chicago since it was an ownerless team in the auction that Scott had no control over.
Toronto Beavers (Kauffman Stadium)

	Hitters

	 Name
	$
	Year

	Justin Morneau
	35
	1/3

	Mark Kotsay
	3
	1/3

	Gregor Blanco
	1
	1/3

	Nick Evans
	1
	1/3

	Pitchers

	Name
	$
	Year

	Kyle Kendrick
	8
	1/3

	Mike Gonzalez
	2
	1/3


Owner: Norm Larrett
Total Payroll: $299, $1 left on the table
The Good:

Well Norm’s team was pretty much set going in as he only needed to fill 6 spots. I like the Blanco pick as he’s got a decent card for getting on base, and at the time of the draft he was looking good to get playing time in Atlanta’s outfield (they’ve since signed Garrett Anderson). Kotsay is a solid defensive guy and a good source of at bats at $3.

The Bad:

I don’t like the Morneau signing at all.  I’d much rather have Fielder at $30 than Morneau at $35. I think he’s overrated due to his RBI and his MVP award. Kendrick is likely to lose his rotation spot this spring, and even if he doesn’t lose it he’ll be just as terrible as last year.  $8 is a lot to pay for an ERA comfortably over 5.
Best Value: Blanco for $1.

Worst Value: Kendrick for $8 (at least Morneau will be good, just overpaid).
The Verdict:

I give Norm an overall grade of C+ for this draft. I like the strategy of spending big on one star and then filling holes on the cheap when you only have 6 spots to fill and that much cash, I just think Norm backed the wrong horse here.
Predictions – 2008 redux:
Below are my predictions of records and playoff seeds from last year’s report card, as well as a write up I did:

	Ale League
	
	Lager League

	IPA
	W
	L
	
	Bock
	W
	L

	Jackson Park*
	95
	67
	
	St Louis*
	92
	70

	Sudbury*
	91
	71
	
	Granite City*
	87
	75

	Titletown
	89
	73
	
	Guadalajara
	69
	93

	Piedmont
	75
	87
	
	Motown
	65
	97

	Manhattan
	72
	90
	
	Columbus
	62
	100

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stout
	W
	L
	
	Pilsner
	W
	L

	Edmonton*
	93
	69
	
	Garson*
	92
	70

	Inland*
	91
	71
	
	Los Anaheim*
	90
	72

	San Antonio
	88
	74
	
	OC Griswolds
	87
	75

	Texas
	86
	76
	
	Clearwater
	65
	97

	Arlington
	69
	93
	
	Rocky Mountain
	62
	100


*= Playoff team

It looks like Ale League  will be the stronger of the two, considering that all 4 computer teams are in the Lager League. Specifically, 3 of those teams are in the Bock Division, which makes that the weakest division in the Beer League. I feel that the Stout Division will be the strongest, with Edmonton, Inland, and San Antonio in a 3 way battle for the crown all year. Texas could also sneak up and make it a 4 way race. I couldn’t decide if OC or Granite City would have the better record, so I’m saying they’ll tie for the last wild card spot and Granite will win in a tie breaker.

Now here are the final standings from last season.:

	Ale League
	
	Lager League

	IPA
	W
	L
	
	Bock
	W
	L

	Sudbury*
	99
	63
	
	Granite City*
	92
	70

	Jackson Park*
	94
	68
	
	St Louis*
	86
	76

	Titletown
	88
	74
	
	Columbus
	79
	83

	Piedmont
	70
	92
	
	Motown
	57
	105

	Manhattan
	66
	96
	
	Guadalajara
	55
	107

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stout
	W
	L
	
	Pilsner
	W
	L

	Edmonton*
	99
	63
	
	Garson*
	103
	59

	Texas*
	98
	64
	
	Los Anaheim
	97
	65

	Inland
	76
	86
	
	Clearwater*
	81
	81

	Arlington
	76
	86
	
	OC
	74
	88

	San Antonio
	73
	89
	
	Rocky Mountain
	57
	105


I’ve highlighted teams that I pegged exactly right in terms of place in the divisional standings. I nailed 3 of the 4 playoff teams in the Ale League (I had Inland over Texas), and technically all 4 playoff teams in the Lager League (Clearwater made it over Los Anaheim since Minton couldn’t submit his results). So, 7/8 isn’t bad.  I had the top two finishers in each division correct (regardless of order) in all divisions except Stout (again, I had Inland over Texas). Overall I’d say my predictions were pretty close!
Predictions – 2009:

Now, I present for debate, my 2009 predictions:

	Ale League
	
	Lager League

	IPA
	W
	L
	
	Bock
	W
	L

	Jackson Park*
	96
	66
	
	St Louis*
	97
	65

	Nickel Centre*
	87
	75
	
	Motown*
	95
	67

	Titletown*
	82
	80
	
	Granite City*
	84
	78

	Sudbury
	78
	84
	
	St Pauli
	79
	83

	Manhattan
	78
	84
	
	Guadalajara
	78
	84

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stout
	W
	L
	
	Pilsner
	W
	L

	San Antonio*
	87
	75
	
	Toronto*
	88
	74

	Edmonton
	79
	83
	
	Chicago
	82
	80

	Inland
	76
	86
	
	Garson
	82
	80

	Arlington
	75
	87
	
	Los Anaheim
	72
	90

	Texas
	70
	92
	
	Clearwater
	55
	107


This was A LOT harder to do this year. The teams all seem to be more balanced and it made it tough to differentiate between some of the teams bunched up in the middle.  The IPA division is definitely the stronger of the Ale divisions, as the formerly strong Stout division has taken some hits in the offseason. I see San Antonio running away with the division on the strength of their starting pitching and some solid platoons, while I see Jackson Park winning the IPA with their strong pitching and average offense.  Nickel Centre is much improved this year and should capture the first wild card spot, while the second wild card spot will likely be a dog fight between several teams. I have Titletown capturing that playoff spot at the moment.
The Bock division might rival the IPA division for the title of best division in the BLB.  I have Feig and Becker finishing 1-2, and though the order may change I see those guys both making the playoffs.  Granite City is in a tough division and should take the first wildcard spot by posting a win total in the mid 80s.  St Pauli and Guadalajara have vastly improved their teams but they are in the wrong division and seem destined to finish below .500.  The Pilsner division is Toronto’s for the taking, as I think Norm has enough pitching and thunder in his lineup to win a somewhat weak division.  I could see Chicago or Garson challenge Toronto depending on in season moves as these teams both have some talent, just some holes that would need to be filled via trades. Clearwater’s abysmal rotation has me predicting they will be the only team with 100 losses (sorry Howard!)

